How to Use This Kit to Answer Your Questions about Engaging Media-
Savvy Students

If you're like most teachers, you probably have many questions about teaching multimodal
literacies through popular culture and technology:

e  What are multimodal literacies? How does the definition affect our understanding of
reading and composing?

¢ How do multimodal teaching practices help students learn?

e How do we teach multimodal literacies in both digital and non-digital environments?

e How do we build on the multimodal literacies that students bring into our classes?

e How do we balance students” exploration and use of multimodal resources with
ethical concerns such as respect for intellectual property rights?

The background readings, strategies, and other resources in this Kit can help you find the
answers. To get started, choose one of the Framing Questions on the pages that follow to
begin your inquiry. Each question follows

an inquiry cycle (Figure 1).

Inquiry typically begins with questions, so
you'll find a series of Framing Questions
that focus on key issues teachers ask about
grammar. These questions are matched to
Observations about the ways that people
learn and use multimodal literacies. As you
work through the inquiry process, think
about your experiences with grammar and
add your thoughts to these observations.
Following the observations, you'll find
Resources for Exploration and Activities
for Investigation and Reflection. These
sections list connections to the professional
readings and other resources in this Kit that relate directly
to the Framing Question.

Figure 1. Inquiry Cycle Model

You can start your study at any point in the inquiry cycle and move in any direction. Inquiry
explorations are not a one-way, linear process; rather, they are generative, flexible, and
organic. Follow the questions that interest you, and pursue the resources and readings that
best address the issues you want to explore. Try the ideas out in your classroom, and as your
teaching helps you form new questions, return to these resources to pursue those questions in
more detail.
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