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at something.” After finishing college, Scott found himself teaching first grade, where 
he says he learned a valuable lesson from a colleague who influenced him toward 
adopting the stance that “whatever is best for kids is the avenue that reaches the 
most kids.”

When Scott began teaching fourth grade in his present school district, he relied 
heavily on the teaching manuals that were available to him—partly out of being new 
to the grade level and partly out of comfort in doing what he thought was necessary. 
As time went on, Scott began to question some of his practices and reflected on the 
results he was dissatisfied with as a teacher. His district encouraged him 
to read professionally and to have dialogue with colleagues regularly. In 
doing so, Scott was exposed to the thinking of Irene Fountas and Gay Su 
Pinnell, who led him to a reading workshop approach that, in turn, helped 
to foster a genuine “joy of reading for kids.” The work of Lucy Calkins 
has also influenced Scott in the realm of writing instruction—helping him 
to deepen his own knowledge of writing and writing workshop and, at 
the same time, helping him to instill a love of writing in his students that 
complements their love of reading. From these valuable resources, Scott 
says he went “from teaching based on manuals to teaching based on 
need.” In his regular collaboration with colleagues, Scott felt empowered 
and believes that “my own school district was a strong factor in teaching 
me that my opinion counts.”

Carrot	Chinchilla: I think that the theme is not to lie because if you lie you just get in big 
trouble then you just have to make up other lie to get out of it. 

Pacific	Alligator: I agree with you because I had to make up all kinds of lies to get out of 
one 

Midnight	Marten: i agree with u, but i want to add on. I think that if u lie someone is 
going to get in trouble and that is going to be the person that lies 

Shadow	Fox:	I think the theme is a blend of not to lye and don’t do something you don’t 
know about because Franciso said that his grandpa knew about gardening but he didn’t 
know so that led to lying. 

Forest	Chameleon:	I agree with u because that totally makes sence 

Brick	Bat:	Grandpa didn’t lie though! 

Desert	Deer: I DISAGREE with you because, I don’t think that you can blend. 

Desert	Deer:	What to mean? 

Brick	Bat: I think the theme is that honesty is the more important than knowing 
how to do things. 

FIGURE	2.1:	  An excerpt from students’ blogs about theme in Scott’s classroom.

	 Connections
Scott finds ways to connect 
with teachers in online 
communities and also 
conducts his own research 
to improve his practice; 
for ideas about resources 
connected to grades 3–5 
reading instruction, see 
Appendix A. For more infor-
mation on ways to connect 
with professionals outside 
your school, see Section III.
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