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“As a former high school teacher, I remember the frustration I felt when the gap 
between research and my own practice seemed too wide to cross. The books 
in this imprint are designed to help teachers bridge that gap and discover how 
good teaching is connected to strong research.”
                                                                                                                       —Cathy Fleischer, Principles in Practice Imprint Editor

Cathy Fleischer is a Professor of English at Eastern Michigan University and has been a member of NCTE since she started graduate 
school in 1985. She’s the co-director of the Eastern Michigan Writing Project, a member of the CEE Executive Committee, and author 
of numerous books and articles on teacher research and teacher empowerment.

Becoming Writers in theElementary Classroom
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This book illustrates how teachers of elementary-age writers bringtheir beliefs about teaching and learning to life—through the visionsthey hold for writers, writing, and the world, as well as through thedecisions they make every day in their classrooms. Teachers today face contextual challenges and pressures that may conflict with theirvisions of effective teaching. Katie Van Sluys demonstrates how to(re)claim our professional practice to ensure that young people havethe opportunity to become competent, constantly growing writers who use writing to think, communicate, and pose as well as solveproblems.

Using NCTE’s Beliefs about the Teaching of Writing as a starting pointfor understandings about writing research and what it can tell usabout effective writing practices in elementary classrooms, Van Sluysinvites us to articulate our own beliefs as we explore why and whatwe write, how we write and how we teach, how we assess progress,and how we advocate for the practices we believe in. Through realclassroom examples and teacher and student reflections, she helps usunderstand how the decisions that both we and our students maketoday can help them learn not only to write well but also to usewriting to create the world they want to live in.
Katie Van Sluys is associate professor of literacy at DePaul University.Her work as a teacher, learner, and person is closely tied to theeveryday lives of children and teachers as she works with schoolcommunities in capacities ranging from side-by-side learner, on-siteuniversity course instructor, literacy coach, student teacher advisor,study group facilitator, and literacy researcher. Her interest in thedevelopment of literate lives has led her to work with multilinguallearners, writing pedagogy and practice, critical and 21st centuryliteracies, and learning communities dedicated to lifelong, life-widegrowth for young people and educators alike. 

W R I T I N G  I N  TO DAY ’ S
C L A S S R O O M S

VISIONS AND DECISIONS
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Principlesin Practice

W
ritin

g in
 th

e D
ialogical C

lassroom
          F

EC
H

O

In the dialogical classroom, students use writing to explore who they are

becoming and how they relate to the larger culture around them. 

Dialogical writing

• Combines academic and personal writing;
• Allows writers to bring multiple voices to the work;

• Involves thought, reflection, and engagement across time and space; and

• Creates opportunities for substantive and ongoing meaning making.
How can we, as teachers, carve out space in our literacy classrooms for a

more dialogical approach to writing? Focusing on adolescent learners, Bob

Fecho argues that teachers need to develop writing experiences that are

reflective across time in order to foster even deeper explorations of subject

matter, and he creates an ongoing conversation between classroom practice,

theory, and research to show how each informs the others. Drawing on

NCTE Beliefs about the Teaching of Writing, this book illustrates the

empowerment that can result from dialogical writing even as it examines

the complications of implementing this approach in the classroom.
In this book, you will discover how to fashion a dialogical writing program

that meets your and your students’ needs. Fecho helps you get there by

providing a window into the classrooms of middle and high school teachers

who are engaged in a dialogue with their practices. You’ll see how these

teachers enact practice in different contexts, and you’ll hear them explain

the essentials of their teaching as they demonstrate how dialogical

classrooms depend on context and are forever in a state of becoming. The

dialogical classroom: often messy, complex, thoughtful, and inspired, but

most of all, full of potential.

W R I T I N G  I N  TO DAY ’ SC L A S S R O O M S

STUDENTS AND TEACHERS RESPONDING TO THE TEXTS OF THEIR LIVES

Writing in the Dialogica spread  3/1/11  12:09 PM  Page 1

Writing Instruction in the
Culturally Relevant Classroom

MAISHA T. WINN AND
LATRISE P. JOHNSON Principlesin Practice
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How can we reach all of our students—especially those who have been

ignored and underserved in America’s classrooms?

Maisha T. Winn and Latrise P. Johnson suggest that culturally relevant

pedagogy can make a difference. Although it certainly includes inviting

in the voices of those who are generally overlooked in the texts and

curricula of US schools, culturally relevant teaching also means

recognizing and celebrating those students who show up to our

classrooms daily, welcoming their voices, demanding their reflection,

and encouraging them toward self-discovery.
Writing Instruction in the Culturally Relevant Classroom offers specific

ideas for how to teach writing well and in a culturally relevant way.

Drawing on research-based understandings from NCTE Beliefs about the

Teaching of Writing, Winn and Johnson demonstrate how these

principles support an approach to writing instruction that can help all

students succeed. Through portraits of four thoughtful high school

teachers, the authors show how to create an environment for effective

learning and teaching in diverse classrooms, helping to answer

questions such as:• How can I honor students’ backgrounds and experiences to help

them become better writers?
• How can I teach in a culturally responsive way if I don’t share cultural

identities with my students?
• How can I move beyond a “heroes and holidays” approach to

culturally relevant pedagogy?
• How can I draw on what I already know about good writing

instruction to make my classes more culturally relevant?

• How can I create culturally responsive assessment of writing?

W R I T I N G I N T O D A Y ' S
C L A S S R O O M S
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This book isn’t about technology. It’s about the teaching practices that

technology enables.
Instead of focusing on where to point and click, this book addresses 

the ways in which teachers and students work together to navigate

continuous change and what it means to read, write, view, listen, and

communicate in the twenty-first century.
Based on Adolescent Literacy: An NCTE Policy Research Brief, Sara

Kajder (a nationally recognized expert on technology and literacy)

recognizes that students are reading and writing every day in their 

“real lives.” She offers solutions for connecting these activities with 

the literacy practices required by classroom curricula. 

Through extensive interviews and classroom experiences, Kajder offers

examples of both students and teachers who have successfully

integrated technology to enrich literacy learning. 

As part of the Principles in Practice imprint, Adolescents and Digital

Literacies: Learning Alongside Our Students offers critical consideration

of students’ in-school and out-of-school digital literacy practices in a

practical, friendly, and easily approachable manner. Sara Kajder is an assistant professor at Virginia Tech whose teaching 

is anchored in helping middle and high school students connect 

out-of-school with in-school literacies. Regardless of the tool(s), Kajder

focuses on how new literacies can affirm what students already bring 

to the classroom and how they can help to produce knowledge and put

that knowledge to work.Kajder is a recipient of the National Technology Leadership Fellowship.

This is her first book from NCTE.

A D O L E S C E N T  L I T E R A C Y
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Adolescent Literacy and

the Teaching of Reading

DEBORAH APPLEMAN

Principlesin Practice
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Let's face it: in this age of exploding literacies, all teachers of literature

should be teachers of reading. 
Reading is interpreting; interpreting is reading, which is why it's more

crucial than ever to ensure that our students are able to make meaning as

they read. But do we know how to integrate best practices in reading

instruction into our classrooms?
In Adolescent Literacy and the Teaching of Reading: Lessons for Teachers

of Literature, Deborah Appleman dismantles the traditional divide

between secondary teachers of literature and teachers of reading and

offers a variety of practical ways to teach reading within the context of

literature classrooms. As part of NCTE's Principles in Practice imprint, the

book draws on research-based understandings emerging from Adolescent

Literacy: An NCTE Policy Research Brief, woven together with practical

lessons that will enrich the reading experiences of all students. Using 

real-world examples from diverse secondary classrooms, Appleman helps

literature teachers find answers to the questions they have about teaching

reading:• How can I help students negotiate the complex texts they will

encounter both in and out of the classroom?

• What are the best ways to engage whole classes in a variety of texts,

both literary and nonliterary?

• What does it mean to be a struggling reader and how can I support

these students?
• How can I inspire and motivate the male readers in my classes?

Deborah Appleman is Hollis L. Caswell Professor and chair of educational

studies and director of the Summer Writing Program at Carleton College.

She taught high school English for nine years before receiving her

doctorate in 1986 from the University of Minnesota. At Carleton, she

teaches educational psychology, methods of literacy instruction, and

introduction to American studies. She regularly teaches in high schools

across the country.

A D O L E S C E N T  L I T E R A C Y
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The Common Core State Standards call for students to read and comprehend

increasingly complex text as they move through middle and high school. While

this is a worthy goal, how will teachers know what kinds of text students are

ready for, or how to support students as they develop the necessary skills, habits,

and stances to grow as readers?This book in the Principles in Practice imprint is the result of the author’s own

efforts to bridge the gap between valuing reading and being able to respond

with appropriate instruction or evaluate growth in reading. Scott Filkins brings

us into his classroom and the classrooms of his colleagues to demonstrate how

high school teachers across the disciplines can engage in inquiry-based reading

assessment to support student learning. Based in the IRA–NCTE Standards for the

Assessment of Reading and Writing, Revised Edition, the classroom portraits

highlight the importance of incorporating genuinely formative assessment into

our instruction.
Filkins unpacks his own history with assessment through engaging “confessions”

of his early practices and eventual growth toward a framework that situates

reading assessment in an inquiry model. Throughout the book, he showcases his

colleagues’ attempts to use an inquiry framework, including the various tools

and documentation methods that help them inquire into their students’ habits

and thoughts as readers, use formative assessment to fuel the gradual release of

responsibility framework, and use reading assessment as a means of professional

reflection. Finally, Filkins challenges us to broaden the conversation about

assessment to a wider range of stakeholders and offers a vision of assessment as

an expression of care for the students in our charge.Scott Filkins has worked as an educator in the Champaign (Illinois) Unit 4 schools

in a variety of roles, including English teacher and department chair, reading

teacher, instructional coach, and curriculum coordinator for English language arts

and social studies, grades 6–12.
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Our Better Judgment

CHRIS W. GALLAGHER
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“In this age of ‘accountability,’ teachers have been treated as targets of

assessment rather than agents of it; assessment is something that is done to

teachers, not something they do.”

And this state of affairs, argue Chris W. Gallagher and Eric D. Turley, must not

continue if we want our students to develop the skills that will enable them to

succeed in this brave new world of technological and global literacy. Teachers

do have a role in writing assessment, the authors suggest, and we have much

to gain if we move assessment to the center of our professional practice,

especially if we approach writing assessment through an inquiry framework

that allows us to collaborate with students, other teachers, and community

members to build our own assessment literacy, expertise, and leadership.

Based on the IRA–NCTE Standards for the Assessment of Reading and Writing,

Revised Edition, this book brings us inside teachers’ local contexts—classrooms,

schools, and communities—to illustrate how teachers are taking the reins of

writing assessment, guiding and improving the writing and literacy practices of

their students while simultaneously reflecting on and revising their own

instructional practices.
As part of NCTE’s Principles in Practice imprint, Our Better Judgment shows us

what is possible when teachers practice leadership in writing assessment and

challenges us to speak out about what our students really need.

Chris W. Gallagher is Writing Program director and professor of English at

Northeastern University in Boston. Eric D. Turley teaches English classes at

Kirkwood High School in Kirkwood, Missouri.

TE A C H E R LE A D E R S H I P F O R WR I T I N G AS S E S S M E N T
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As teachers, we live in a world of standards. From local administration

to national education policy, standards permeate every aspect of our

teaching lives. In Adolescent Literacy at Risk? The Impact of Standards, Rebecca Bowers

Sipe offers an in-depth look at the world of standards. Throughout the

book, she raises questions that are significant to teachers and

administrators who are concerned about the direction the standards

movement has taken: 
• What do we mean by standards?  

• Why are there so many standards for literacy and where do they

come from?
• How have standards come to be seen as a formula for curricula rather

than a platform for collaboration and planning?

In addition to her own stories, Sipe takes us into the world of classroom

teachers. These stories demonstrate how innovative educators are able

to remain true to best practices in adolescent literacy while working

within a standards-based framework. Questioning the ways in which

the standards movement has played out in classrooms, school districts,

and states, Sipe issues a call for thinking about standards differently.

She advocates for supporting and trusting teachers to find ways to

make standards support the best of what we do.  

As part of the Principles in Practice imprint, Adolescent Literacy at Risk?

situates itself in research-based understandings gleaned from

Adolescent Literacy: An NCTE Policy Research Brief and shows how

those understandings connect to the standards movement.

Rebecca Bowers Sipe is a former high school teacher, a facilitator of a

state standards project, and an English educator helping preservice and

practicing teachers learn to work innovatively within the standards

movement.

A D O L E S C E N T  L I T E R A C Y
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Adolescents and Digital Literacies: 
Learning Alongside Our Students  

Sara Kajder
119 pp. 2010. Grades 9–12
ISBN  978-0-8141-5299-7
No. 52997

  

This book isn’t about technology. It’s 
about the teaching practices that tech-
nology enables, and it addresses the 
ways in which teachers and students 
work together to navigate continuous 
change and what it means to read, write, 
view, listen, and communicate in the 21st 
century. Through extensive interviews 
and classroom experiences, Kajder offers 
examples of both students and teachers 
who have successfully integrated technol-
ogy to enrich literacy learning. 

“I think the thought process it encouraged is 
probably the most valuable part of reading this 
book. Sara Kajder sets forth an argument and a 
compendium of research that makes you ques-
tion, as a teacher, where you are on the spectrum 
of accommodating New Literacies into your 
curriculum.” 
                    — Carrie, educator from Roanoke, VA 

Sara Kajder, NCTE member 
since 1996, recently returned to 
teaching eighth-grade English 
after spending eight years in 
higher education (at Pitt and 
Virginia Tech).  She is very active in the 
Conference on English Education (CEE) 
and is the current NCTE Middle Level Sec-
tion Chair.   

Adolescent Literacy at Risk? 
The Impact of Standards

Rebecca Sipe
127 pp. 2009. Grades 9–12.
ISBN 978-0-8141-2296-9
No. 22969

In this book, Sipe offers an
in-depth look at the world of standards. 
Throughout the book, she raises ques-
tions that are significant to teachers and 
administrators who are concerned about 
the direction the standards movement 
has taken:

• What do we mean by standards?  
• Why are there so many standards  

for literacy, and where do they  
come from?

• How have standards come to be 
seen as a formula for curricula rather 
than a platform for collaboration  
and planning?

Questioning the ways in which the 
standards movement has played out in 
classrooms, school districts, and states, 
Sipe issues a call for thinking about 
standards differently. She advocates for 
supporting and trusting teachers to find 
ways to make standards support the best 
of what we do.

Rebecca Bowers Sipe, NCTE 
member since the early 1980s, 
has attended and presented 
at almost every NCTE Conven-
tion since 1984. As a former 
secondary English teacher, 
department head, and K-12 English 
Coordinator, her work with standards has 
focused on issues of educational equity 
and helping teachers protect practices 
that are essential to support student suc-
cess with literature and writing. She is an 
active member of the NCTE Conference 
on English Leadership (CEL).

Beyond Standardized Truth: Improving Teaching and 
Learning through Inquiry-Based Reading Assessment

Scott Filkins
133 pp. 2012. Grades 9–12
ISBN 978-0-8141-0291-6
No. 02916

This book helps teachers
think about how in a time 

of Common Core State Standards they 
can use classroom assessment strate-
gies in thoughtful ways to make a dif-
ference with their own students. With 
the call for students to read and com-
prehend increasingly complex text, this 
book shows teachers how to recognize the kinds 
of text students are ready for and how to support students as 
they develop the necessary skills to grow as readers.

Through cross-content classroom stories, you will see how 
educators engaged in inquiry-based reading assessment 
use various tools and and documentation methods to help 
them inquire into their students’ habits as readers, use forma-
tive assessment to fuel the gradual release of responsibil-
ity framework, and use reading assessment as a means of 
professional reflection.

Scott Filkins, NCTE member since 2007, has worked as an 
educator in a variety of roles, including English 
teacher and department chair, reading teacher, 
instructional coach, and (currently) curriculum 
coordinator for English language arts and social 
studies, grades 6–12. Scott worked at NCTE on 
the ReadWriteThink.org project and currently serves on 
the ReadWriteThink advisory board for the International 
Reading Association.  

Promoting	Adolescent	Literacy	through	 
Research-Based Teaching Practices

Adolescent Literacy and the Teaching 
of Reading: Lessons for Teachers  
of Literature

Deborah Appleman
117 pp. 2010. Grades 9–12
ISBN 978-0-8141-0056-1
No. 00561

Literature teachers are increasingly asked 
to balance the teaching of literature with 
teaching reading. Using real-world exam-
ples from diverse secondary classrooms, 
Appleman helps literature teachers find 
answers to the questions they have about 
ways to find that balance.

• How can I help students negotiate the 
complex texts that they will encounter 
both in and out of the classroom?

• What are the best ways to engage 
whole classes in a variety of texts: both 
literary and nonliterary?

• What does it mean to be a struggling 
reader, and how can I support these 
students?

• How can I inspire and motivate the 
male readers in my classes?

“I especially liked the discussion of teaching read-
ing vs. teaching literature. I have wrestled with this 
issue in my own classroom. Some of my students 
struggle with basic reading comprehension, and 
some of my students are excellent readers who are 
ready for deeper analysis. Appleman offers strate-
gies to bridge this ability gap in the classroom.”
                —Anna, high school English teacher

Deborah Appleman, the Hollis L. Cas-
well professor of educational studies and 
director of the Summer Writing Program 
at Carleton College, has been an NCTE 
member since 1985. She is the 
author of numerous books, in-
cluding Adolescent Literacy and 
the Teaching of Reading; Critical 
Encounters in High School Eng-
lish; Reading Better, Reading Smarter;  and 
Reading for Themselves.

Our Better Judgment: Teacher Leadership  
for Writing Assessment

Chris W. Gallagher and Eric D. Turley
115 pp. 2012. Grades 9–12
ISBN 978-0-8141-3476-4
No. 34764

“In this age of ‘accountability,’ teachers have been 
treated as targets of assessment rather than agents of it; 

assessment is something that is done to teachers, not something they do.”

And this state of affairs, argue Gallagher and Turley, must not 
continue if we want our students to develop the skills that will 
enable them to succeed in this brave new world of techno-
logical and global literacy. Teachers do have a role in writing 
assessment, the authors suggest, and we have much to gain 
if we move assessment to the center of our professional prac-
tice, especially if we approach writing assessment through an 
inquiry framework that allows us to collaborate with students, 
other teachers, and community members to build our own 
assessment literacy, expertise, and leadership.

“After reading the first chapter of the Gallagher/Turley book, I knew I had 
to order the whole thing!” 
                                 —Penny Kittle, NCTE member, literacy coach, and author
 
Chris Gallagher, NCTE member since the mid-
1990s, is Writing Program director and professor 
of English at Northeastern University, where he 
teaches courses in writing and rhetoric. He has 
published in NCTE journals and has published 
Radical Departures: Composition and Progressive 
Pedagogy (NCTE, 2002). 
Eric Turley, an NCTE member for eight years, 
teaches English classes at Kirkwood High School 
in Kirkwood, Missouri. He has published in Eng-
lish Journal and often presents at the NCTE and 
CCCC Conventions. 

Becoming Writers in the Elementary 
Classroom: Visions and Decisions

Katie Van Sluys
145 pp. 2011. Grades K–5
ISBN 978-0-8141-0277-0
No. 02770

This book illustrates how 
teachers of elementary-

age writers bring their beliefs about 
teaching and learning to life—through 
the visions they hold for writers, writ-
ing, and the world, as well as through 
the decisions they make every day in 
their classrooms. Katie Van Sluys demon-
strates how to (re)claim your professional 
practice to ensure that young people 
have the opportunity to become compe-
tent, constantly growing writers who use 
writing to think, communicate, and pose 
as well as solve problems.

“I find it to be a compelling text for a K–8 writing 
methods course. I appreciate the ‘actions’ that 
each chapter invites us to take as teachers, and 
that it incorporates a vision with the writing 
process/workshop as well as a vision of writing 
outside the classroom and in our communities.”
                         —Troy Hicks, NCTE member,  
                         methods instructor, author, blogger

Katie Van Sluys, NCTE member for 15 
years, is a former associate professor of 
literacy at DePaul University. Her work 
as a teacher, learner, and 
person is closely tied to the 
everyday lives of children 
and teachers as she works 
with school communities in 
capacities such as side-by-side learner, 
onsite university course instructor, 
literacy coach, student teacher advi-
sor, study group facilitator, and literacy 
researcher.
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Let's face it: in this age of exploding literacies, all teachers of literature
should be teachers of reading. 

Reading is interpreting; interpreting is reading, which is why it's more
crucial than ever to ensure that our students are able to make meaning as
they read. But do we know how to integrate best practices in reading
instruction into our classrooms?

In Adolescent Literacy and the Teaching of Reading: Lessons for Teachers
of Literature, Deborah Appleman dismantles the traditional divide
between secondary teachers of literature and teachers of reading and
offers a variety of practical ways to teach reading within the context of
literature classrooms. As part of NCTE's Principles in Practice imprint, the
book draws on research-based understandings emerging from Adolescent
Literacy: An NCTE Policy Research Brief, woven together with practical
lessons that will enrich the reading experiences of all students. Using 
real-world examples from diverse secondary classrooms, Appleman helps
literature teachers find answers to the questions they have about teaching
reading:
• How can I help students negotiate the complex texts they will

encounter both in and out of the classroom?
• What are the best ways to engage whole classes in a variety of texts,

both literary and nonliterary?
• What does it mean to be a struggling reader and how can I support

these students?
• How can I inspire and motivate the male readers in my classes?

Deborah Appleman is Hollis L. Caswell Professor and chair of educational
studies and director of the Summer Writing Program at Carleton College.
She taught high school English for nine years before receiving her
doctorate in 1986 from the University of Minnesota. At Carleton, she
teaches educational psychology, methods of literacy instruction, and
introduction to American studies. She regularly teaches in high schools
across the country.

A D O L E S C E N T  L I T E R A C Y
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As teachers, we live in a world of standards. From local administration
to national education policy, standards permeate every aspect of our
teaching lives. 

In Adolescent Literacy at Risk? The Impact of Standards, Rebecca Bowers
Sipe offers an in-depth look at the world of standards. Throughout the
book, she raises questions that are significant to teachers and
administrators who are concerned about the direction the standards
movement has taken: 

• What do we mean by standards?  
• Why are there so many standards for literacy and where do they

come from?
• How have standards come to be seen as a formula for curricula rather

than a platform for collaboration and planning?

In addition to her own stories, Sipe takes us into the world of classroom
teachers. These stories demonstrate how innovative educators are able
to remain true to best practices in adolescent literacy while working
within a standards-based framework. Questioning the ways in which
the standards movement has played out in classrooms, school districts,
and states, Sipe issues a call for thinking about standards differently.
She advocates for supporting and trusting teachers to find ways to
make standards support the best of what we do.  

As part of the Principles in Practice imprint, Adolescent Literacy at Risk?
situates itself in research-based understandings gleaned from
Adolescent Literacy: An NCTE Policy Research Brief and shows how
those understandings connect to the standards movement.

Rebecca Bowers Sipe is a former high school teacher, a facilitator of a
state standards project, and an English educator helping preservice and
practicing teachers learn to work innovatively within the standards
movement.

A D O L E S C E N T  L I T E R A C Y
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The Common Core State Standards call for students to read and comprehend

increasingly complex text as they move through middle and high school. While

this is a worthy goal, how will teachers know what kinds of text students are

ready for, or how to support students as they develop the necessary skills, habits,

and stances to grow as readers?

This book in the Principles in Practice imprint is the result of the author’s own

efforts to bridge the gap between valuing reading and being able to respond

with appropriate instruction or evaluate growth in reading. Scott Filkins brings

us into his classroom and the classrooms of his colleagues to demonstrate how

high school teachers across the disciplines can engage in inquiry-based reading

assessment to support student learning. Based in the IRA–NCTE Standards for the

Assessment of Reading and Writing, Revised Edition, the classroom portraits

highlight the importance of incorporating genuinely formative assessment into

our instruction.

Filkins unpacks his own history with assessment through engaging “confessions”

of his early practices and eventual growth toward a framework that situates

reading assessment in an inquiry model. Throughout the book, he showcases his

colleagues’ attempts to use an inquiry framework, including the various tools

and documentation methods that help them inquire into their students’ habits

and thoughts as readers, use formative assessment to fuel the gradual release of

responsibility framework, and use reading assessment as a means of professional

reflection. Finally, Filkins challenges us to broaden the conversation about

assessment to a wider range of stakeholders and offers a vision of assessment as

an expression of care for the students in our charge.

Scott Filkins has worked as an educator in the Champaign (Illinois) Unit 4 schools
in a variety of roles, including English teacher and department chair, reading
teacher, instructional coach, and curriculum coordinator for English language arts
and social studies, grades 6–12.
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“In this age of ‘accountability,’ teachers have been treated as targets of

assessment rather than agents of it; assessment is something that is done to

teachers, not something they do.”

And this state of affairs, argue Chris W. Gallagher and Eric D. Turley, must not

continue if we want our students to develop the skills that will enable them to

succeed in this brave new world of technological and global literacy. Teachers

do have a role in writing assessment, the authors suggest, and we have much

to gain if we move assessment to the center of our professional practice,

especially if we approach writing assessment through an inquiry framework

that allows us to collaborate with students, other teachers, and community

members to build our own assessment literacy, expertise, and leadership.

Based on the IRA–NCTE Standards for the Assessment of Reading and Writing,

Revised Edition, this book brings us inside teachers’ local contexts—classrooms,

schools, and communities—to illustrate how teachers are taking the reins of

writing assessment, guiding and improving the writing and literacy practices of

their students while simultaneously reflecting on and revising their own

instructional practices.

As part of NCTE’s Principles in Practice imprint, Our Better Judgment shows us

what is possible when teachers practice leadership in writing assessment and

challenges us to speak out about what our students really need.

Chris W. Gallagher is Writing Program director and professor of English at
Northeastern University in Boston. Eric D. Turley teaches English classes at
Kirkwood High School in Kirkwood, Missouri.

TE A C H E R LE A D E R S H I P F O R WR I T I N G AS S E S S M E N T
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This book illustrates how teachers of elementary-age writers bring
their beliefs about teaching and learning to life—through the visions
they hold for writers, writing, and the world, as well as through the
decisions they make every day in their classrooms. Teachers today 
face contextual challenges and pressures that may conflict with their
visions of effective teaching. Katie Van Sluys demonstrates how to
(re)claim our professional practice to ensure that young people have
the opportunity to become competent, constantly growing writers 
who use writing to think, communicate, and pose as well as solve
problems.

Using NCTE’s Beliefs about the Teaching of Writing as a starting point
for understandings about writing research and what it can tell us
about effective writing practices in elementary classrooms, Van Sluys
invites us to articulate our own beliefs as we explore why and what
we write, how we write and how we teach, how we assess progress,
and how we advocate for the practices we believe in. Through real
classroom examples and teacher and student reflections, she helps us
understand how the decisions that both we and our students make
today can help them learn not only to write well but also to use
writing to create the world they want to live in.

Katie Van Sluys is associate professor of literacy at DePaul University.
Her work as a teacher, learner, and person is closely tied to the
everyday lives of children and teachers as she works with school
communities in capacities ranging from side-by-side learner, on-site
university course instructor, literacy coach, student teacher advisor,
study group facilitator, and literacy researcher. Her interest in the
development of literate lives has led her to work with multilingual
learners, writing pedagogy and practice, critical and 21st century
literacies, and learning communities dedicated to lifelong, life-wide
growth for young people and educators alike. 

W R I T I N G  I N  TO DAY ’ S
C L A S S R O O M S

VISIONS AND DECISIONS

Becoming Writers Spread  5/24/11  2:45 PM  Page 1

Writing in the 
Dialogical Classroom

BOB FECHO Principles
in Practice

W
ritin

g in
 th

e D
ialogical C

lassroom
          F

EC
H

O

In the dialogical classroom, students use writing to explore who they are
becoming and how they relate to the larger culture around them. 
Dialogical writing

• Combines academic and personal writing;
• Allows writers to bring multiple voices to the work;
• Involves thought, reflection, and engagement across time and space; and
• Creates opportunities for substantive and ongoing meaning making.

How can we, as teachers, carve out space in our literacy classrooms for a
more dialogical approach to writing? Focusing on adolescent learners, Bob
Fecho argues that teachers need to develop writing experiences that are
reflective across time in order to foster even deeper explorations of subject
matter, and he creates an ongoing conversation between classroom practice,
theory, and research to show how each informs the others. Drawing on
NCTE Beliefs about the Teaching of Writing, this book illustrates the
empowerment that can result from dialogical writing even as it examines
the complications of implementing this approach in the classroom.

In this book, you will discover how to fashion a dialogical writing program
that meets your and your students’ needs. Fecho helps you get there by
providing a window into the classrooms of middle and high school teachers
who are engaged in a dialogue with their practices. You’ll see how these
teachers enact practice in different contexts, and you’ll hear them explain
the essentials of their teaching as they demonstrate how dialogical
classrooms depend on context and are forever in a state of becoming. The
dialogical classroom: often messy, complex, thoughtful, and inspired, but
most of all, full of potential.

W R I T I N G  I N  TO DAY ’ S
C L A S S R O O M S

STUDENTS AND TEACHERS RESPONDING TO THE TEXTS OF THEIR LIVES
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How can we reach all of our students—especially those who have been
ignored and underserved in America’s classrooms?

Maisha T. Winn and Latrise P. Johnson suggest that culturally relevant
pedagogy can make a difference. Although it certainly includes inviting
in the voices of those who are generally overlooked in the texts and
curricula of US schools, culturally relevant teaching also means
recognizing and celebrating those students who show up to our
classrooms daily, welcoming their voices, demanding their reflection,
and encouraging them toward self-discovery.

Writing Instruction in the Culturally Relevant Classroom offers specific
ideas for how to teach writing well and in a culturally relevant way.
Drawing on research-based understandings from NCTE Beliefs about the
Teaching of Writing, Winn and Johnson demonstrate how these
principles support an approach to writing instruction that can help all
students succeed. Through portraits of four thoughtful high school
teachers, the authors show how to create an environment for effective
learning and teaching in diverse classrooms, helping to answer
questions such as:
• How can I honor students’ backgrounds and experiences to help

them become better writers?
• How can I teach in a culturally responsive way if I don’t share cultural

identities with my students?
• How can I move beyond a “heroes and holidays” approach to

culturally relevant pedagogy?
• How can I draw on what I already know about good writing

instruction to make my classes more culturally relevant?
• How can I create culturally responsive assessment of writing?

W R I T I N G I N T O D A Y ' S
C L A S S R O O M S
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Quality	Assessment	Is	a	Process	of	Inquiry “Everyone has the capacity to write, writing can be taught…”

The titles in the Adolescent Literacy strand draw on the research-based understandings  
highlighted in Adolescent Literacy: An NCTE Policy Research Brief, woven together  

with practical lessons that will enrich the reading experiences of all students.  
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This book isn’t about technology. It’s about the teaching practices that
technology enables.

Instead of focusing on where to point and click, this book addresses 
the ways in which teachers and students work together to navigate
continuous change and what it means to read, write, view, listen, and
communicate in the twenty-first century.

Based on Adolescent Literacy: An NCTE Policy Research Brief, Sara
Kajder (a nationally recognized expert on technology and literacy)
recognizes that students are reading and writing every day in their 
“real lives.” She offers solutions for connecting these activities with 
the literacy practices required by classroom curricula. 

Through extensive interviews and classroom experiences, Kajder offers
examples of both students and teachers who have successfully
integrated technology to enrich literacy learning. 

As part of the Principles in Practice imprint, Adolescents and Digital
Literacies: Learning Alongside Our Students offers critical consideration
of students’ in-school and out-of-school digital literacy practices in a
practical, friendly, and easily approachable manner. 

Sara Kajder is an assistant professor at Virginia Tech whose teaching 
is anchored in helping middle and high school students connect 
out-of-school with in-school literacies. Regardless of the tool(s), Kajder
focuses on how new literacies can affirm what students already bring 
to the classroom and how they can help to produce knowledge and put
that knowledge to work.

Kajder is a recipient of the National Technology Leadership Fellowship.
This is her first book from NCTE.

A D O L E S C E N T  L I T E R A C Y
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Popular in reading  
methods courses!

The books in the Literacy Assessment Strand are  
based on the IRA-NCTE Standards for the Assessment  

of Reading and Writing, Revised Edition.  

 www.ncte.org/standards/ 
assessmentstandards

  
…and teachers can help students become better writers.”

     —Excerpt from NCTE Beliefs about the Teaching of Writing, the basis  
       of the titles in the Writing in Today’s Classrooms strand.  

Writing in the Dialogical Classroom: 
Students and Teachers Responding  
to the Texts of Their Lives

Bob Fecho
119 pp. 2011. Grades 7–12
ISBN 978-0-8141-1357-8
No. 13578

In the dialogical class-
room, students use writ-

ing to explore who they are becoming 
and how they relate to the larger culture 
around them. Dialogical writing: 

• Combines academic and personal 
writing;

• Allows writers to bring multiple 
voices to the work;

• Involves thought, reflection, and en-
gagement across time and space; and

• Creates opportunities for substantive 
and ongoing meaning making.

How can we, as teachers, carve out 
space in our literacy classrooms for a 
more dialogical approach to writing? 
Focusing on adolescent learners, Bob 
Fecho argues that teachers need to 
develop writing experiences that are 
reflective across time in order to foster 
even deeper explorations of subject 
matter, and he creates an ongoing con-
versation between classroom practice, 
theory, and research to show how each 
informs the others.

Bob Fecho, NCTE member since 1987, 
is a professor of Language and Literacy 
Education at the University 
of Georgia. He is active in the 
Conference on English Educa-
tion (CEE), and is the author of 
several publications related to 
adolescent literacy, sociocul-
tural issues, and dialogical practice.

Writing Instruction in the Culturally
Relevant Classroom

Maisha T. Winn and
Latrise Johnson
101 pp. 2011. Grades 

9–12
ISBN 978-0-8141-5856-2
No. 58562

How can teachers offer sound writing 
instruction in a culturally relevant way? 
Through portraits of four thoughtful high 
school teachers, the authors show how to 
create an environment for effective learn-
ing and teaching in diverse classrooms, 
helping to answer questions such as:

• How can I honor students’ back-
grounds and experiences to help 
them become better writers?

• How can I teach in a culturally re-
sponsive way if I don’t share cultural 
identities with my students?

• How can I move beyond a “heroes 
and holidays” approach to culturally 
relevant pedagogy?

• How can I draw on what I already 
know about good writing instruction 
to make my classes more culturally 
relevant?

• How can I create culturally responsive 
assessment of writing?

Maisha T. Winn joined NCTE 
as a student member in 1994. 
She is a former public elemen-
tary school and high school 
teacher and has worked extensively with 
youth in urban schools and in out-of-
school contexts. Maisha is currently the 
Susan J. Cellmer Chair in English Education 
at the University of Wisconsin, Madison.   
Latrise Johnson, NCTE mem-
ber for five years, has six years 
teaching experience with  
Atlanta Public Schools as a  
secondary English teacher. She 
is currently an assistant professor of sec-
ondary ELA and literacy at the University 
of Alabama. 

www.ncte.org/positions/ 
statements/writingbeliefs

Download,	share,	and	discuss	the	Research	Briefs
Adolescent Literacy: An NCTE Policy  

Research Brief
IRA-NCTE Standards for the Assessment  
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Adolescents and Digital Literacies: 
Learning Alongside Our Students  

Sara Kajder
119 pp. 2010. Grades 9–12
ISBN  978-0-8141-5299-7
No. 52997

  

This book isn’t about technology. It’s 
about the teaching practices that tech-
nology enables, and it addresses the 
ways in which teachers and students 
work together to navigate continuous 
change and what it means to read, write, 
view, listen, and communicate in the 21st 
century. Through extensive interviews 
and classroom experiences, Kajder offers 
examples of both students and teachers 
who have successfully integrated technol-
ogy to enrich literacy learning. 

“I think the thought process it encouraged is 
probably the most valuable part of reading this 
book. Sara Kajder sets forth an argument and a 
compendium of research that makes you ques-
tion, as a teacher, where you are on the spectrum 
of accommodating New Literacies into your 
curriculum.” 
                    — Carrie, educator from Roanoke, VA 

Sara Kajder, NCTE member 
since 1996, recently returned to 
teaching eighth-grade English 
after spending eight years in 
higher education (at Pitt and 
Virginia Tech).  She is very active in the 
Conference on English Education (CEE) 
and is the current NCTE Middle Level Sec-
tion Chair.   

Adolescent Literacy at Risk? 
The Impact of Standards

Rebecca Sipe
127 pp. 2009. Grades 9–12.
ISBN 978-0-8141-2296-9
No. 22969

In this book, Sipe offers an
in-depth look at the world of standards. 
Throughout the book, she raises ques-
tions that are significant to teachers and 
administrators who are concerned about 
the direction the standards movement 
has taken:

• What do we mean by standards?  
• Why are there so many standards  

for literacy, and where do they  
come from?

• How have standards come to be 
seen as a formula for curricula rather 
than a platform for collaboration  
and planning?

Questioning the ways in which the 
standards movement has played out in 
classrooms, school districts, and states, 
Sipe issues a call for thinking about 
standards differently. She advocates for 
supporting and trusting teachers to find 
ways to make standards support the best 
of what we do.

Rebecca Bowers Sipe, NCTE 
member since the early 1980s, 
has attended and presented 
at almost every NCTE Conven-
tion since 1984. As a former 
secondary English teacher, 
department head, and K-12 English 
Coordinator, her work with standards has 
focused on issues of educational equity 
and helping teachers protect practices 
that are essential to support student suc-
cess with literature and writing. She is an 
active member of the NCTE Conference 
on English Leadership (CEL).

Beyond Standardized Truth: Improving Teaching and 
Learning through Inquiry-Based Reading Assessment

Scott Filkins
133 pp. 2012. Grades 9–12
ISBN 978-0-8141-0291-6
No. 02916

This book helps teachers
think about how in a time 

of Common Core State Standards they 
can use classroom assessment strate-
gies in thoughtful ways to make a dif-
ference with their own students. With 
the call for students to read and com-
prehend increasingly complex text, this 
book shows teachers how to recognize the kinds 
of text students are ready for and how to support students as 
they develop the necessary skills to grow as readers.

Through cross-content classroom stories, you will see how 
educators engaged in inquiry-based reading assessment 
use various tools and and documentation methods to help 
them inquire into their students’ habits as readers, use forma-
tive assessment to fuel the gradual release of responsibil-
ity framework, and use reading assessment as a means of 
professional reflection.

Scott Filkins, NCTE member since 2007, has worked as an 
educator in a variety of roles, including English 
teacher and department chair, reading teacher, 
instructional coach, and (currently) curriculum 
coordinator for English language arts and social 
studies, grades 6–12. Scott worked at NCTE on 
the ReadWriteThink.org project and currently serves on 
the ReadWriteThink advisory board for the International 
Reading Association.  

Promoting	Adolescent	Literacy	through	 
Research-Based Teaching Practices

Adolescent Literacy and the Teaching 
of Reading: Lessons for Teachers  
of Literature

Deborah Appleman
117 pp. 2010. Grades 9–12
ISBN 978-0-8141-0056-1
No. 00561

Literature teachers are increasingly asked 
to balance the teaching of literature with 
teaching reading. Using real-world exam-
ples from diverse secondary classrooms, 
Appleman helps literature teachers find 
answers to the questions they have about 
ways to find that balance.

• How can I help students negotiate the 
complex texts that they will encounter 
both in and out of the classroom?

• What are the best ways to engage 
whole classes in a variety of texts: both 
literary and nonliterary?

• What does it mean to be a struggling 
reader, and how can I support these 
students?

• How can I inspire and motivate the 
male readers in my classes?

“I especially liked the discussion of teaching read-
ing vs. teaching literature. I have wrestled with this 
issue in my own classroom. Some of my students 
struggle with basic reading comprehension, and 
some of my students are excellent readers who are 
ready for deeper analysis. Appleman offers strate-
gies to bridge this ability gap in the classroom.”
                —Anna, high school English teacher

Deborah Appleman, the Hollis L. Cas-
well professor of educational studies and 
director of the Summer Writing Program 
at Carleton College, has been an NCTE 
member since 1985. She is the 
author of numerous books, in-
cluding Adolescent Literacy and 
the Teaching of Reading; Critical 
Encounters in High School Eng-
lish; Reading Better, Reading Smarter;  and 
Reading for Themselves.

Our Better Judgment: Teacher Leadership  
for Writing Assessment

Chris W. Gallagher and Eric D. Turley
115 pp. 2012. Grades 9–12
ISBN 978-0-8141-3476-4
No. 34764

“In this age of ‘accountability,’ teachers have been 
treated as targets of assessment rather than agents of it; 

assessment is something that is done to teachers, not something they do.”

And this state of affairs, argue Gallagher and Turley, must not 
continue if we want our students to develop the skills that will 
enable them to succeed in this brave new world of techno-
logical and global literacy. Teachers do have a role in writing 
assessment, the authors suggest, and we have much to gain 
if we move assessment to the center of our professional prac-
tice, especially if we approach writing assessment through an 
inquiry framework that allows us to collaborate with students, 
other teachers, and community members to build our own 
assessment literacy, expertise, and leadership.

“After reading the first chapter of the Gallagher/Turley book, I knew I had 
to order the whole thing!” 
                                 —Penny Kittle, NCTE member, literacy coach, and author
 
Chris Gallagher, NCTE member since the mid-
1990s, is Writing Program director and professor 
of English at Northeastern University, where he 
teaches courses in writing and rhetoric. He has 
published in NCTE journals and has published 
Radical Departures: Composition and Progressive 
Pedagogy (NCTE, 2002). 
Eric Turley, an NCTE member for eight years, 
teaches English classes at Kirkwood High School 
in Kirkwood, Missouri. He has published in Eng-
lish Journal and often presents at the NCTE and 
CCCC Conventions. 

Becoming Writers in the Elementary 
Classroom: Visions and Decisions

Katie Van Sluys
145 pp. 2011. Grades K–5
ISBN 978-0-8141-0277-0
No. 02770

This book illustrates how 
teachers of elementary-

age writers bring their beliefs about 
teaching and learning to life—through 
the visions they hold for writers, writ-
ing, and the world, as well as through 
the decisions they make every day in 
their classrooms. Katie Van Sluys demon-
strates how to (re)claim your professional 
practice to ensure that young people 
have the opportunity to become compe-
tent, constantly growing writers who use 
writing to think, communicate, and pose 
as well as solve problems.

“I find it to be a compelling text for a K–8 writing 
methods course. I appreciate the ‘actions’ that 
each chapter invites us to take as teachers, and 
that it incorporates a vision with the writing 
process/workshop as well as a vision of writing 
outside the classroom and in our communities.”
                         —Troy Hicks, NCTE member,  
                         methods instructor, author, blogger

Katie Van Sluys, NCTE member for 15 
years, is a former associate professor of 
literacy at DePaul University. Her work 
as a teacher, learner, and 
person is closely tied to the 
everyday lives of children 
and teachers as she works 
with school communities in 
capacities such as side-by-side learner, 
onsite university course instructor, 
literacy coach, student teacher advi-
sor, study group facilitator, and literacy 
researcher.
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Let's face it: in this age of exploding literacies, all teachers of literature
should be teachers of reading. 

Reading is interpreting; interpreting is reading, which is why it's more
crucial than ever to ensure that our students are able to make meaning as
they read. But do we know how to integrate best practices in reading
instruction into our classrooms?

In Adolescent Literacy and the Teaching of Reading: Lessons for Teachers
of Literature, Deborah Appleman dismantles the traditional divide
between secondary teachers of literature and teachers of reading and
offers a variety of practical ways to teach reading within the context of
literature classrooms. As part of NCTE's Principles in Practice imprint, the
book draws on research-based understandings emerging from Adolescent
Literacy: An NCTE Policy Research Brief, woven together with practical
lessons that will enrich the reading experiences of all students. Using 
real-world examples from diverse secondary classrooms, Appleman helps
literature teachers find answers to the questions they have about teaching
reading:
• How can I help students negotiate the complex texts they will

encounter both in and out of the classroom?
• What are the best ways to engage whole classes in a variety of texts,

both literary and nonliterary?
• What does it mean to be a struggling reader and how can I support

these students?
• How can I inspire and motivate the male readers in my classes?

Deborah Appleman is Hollis L. Caswell Professor and chair of educational
studies and director of the Summer Writing Program at Carleton College.
She taught high school English for nine years before receiving her
doctorate in 1986 from the University of Minnesota. At Carleton, she
teaches educational psychology, methods of literacy instruction, and
introduction to American studies. She regularly teaches in high schools
across the country.

A D O L E S C E N T  L I T E R A C Y
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As teachers, we live in a world of standards. From local administration
to national education policy, standards permeate every aspect of our
teaching lives. 

In Adolescent Literacy at Risk? The Impact of Standards, Rebecca Bowers
Sipe offers an in-depth look at the world of standards. Throughout the
book, she raises questions that are significant to teachers and
administrators who are concerned about the direction the standards
movement has taken: 

• What do we mean by standards?  
• Why are there so many standards for literacy and where do they

come from?
• How have standards come to be seen as a formula for curricula rather

than a platform for collaboration and planning?

In addition to her own stories, Sipe takes us into the world of classroom
teachers. These stories demonstrate how innovative educators are able
to remain true to best practices in adolescent literacy while working
within a standards-based framework. Questioning the ways in which
the standards movement has played out in classrooms, school districts,
and states, Sipe issues a call for thinking about standards differently.
She advocates for supporting and trusting teachers to find ways to
make standards support the best of what we do.  

As part of the Principles in Practice imprint, Adolescent Literacy at Risk?
situates itself in research-based understandings gleaned from
Adolescent Literacy: An NCTE Policy Research Brief and shows how
those understandings connect to the standards movement.

Rebecca Bowers Sipe is a former high school teacher, a facilitator of a
state standards project, and an English educator helping preservice and
practicing teachers learn to work innovatively within the standards
movement.

A D O L E S C E N T  L I T E R A C Y
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The Common Core State Standards call for students to read and comprehend

increasingly complex text as they move through middle and high school. While

this is a worthy goal, how will teachers know what kinds of text students are

ready for, or how to support students as they develop the necessary skills, habits,

and stances to grow as readers?

This book in the Principles in Practice imprint is the result of the author’s own

efforts to bridge the gap between valuing reading and being able to respond

with appropriate instruction or evaluate growth in reading. Scott Filkins brings

us into his classroom and the classrooms of his colleagues to demonstrate how

high school teachers across the disciplines can engage in inquiry-based reading

assessment to support student learning. Based in the IRA–NCTE Standards for the

Assessment of Reading and Writing, Revised Edition, the classroom portraits

highlight the importance of incorporating genuinely formative assessment into

our instruction.

Filkins unpacks his own history with assessment through engaging “confessions”

of his early practices and eventual growth toward a framework that situates

reading assessment in an inquiry model. Throughout the book, he showcases his

colleagues’ attempts to use an inquiry framework, including the various tools

and documentation methods that help them inquire into their students’ habits

and thoughts as readers, use formative assessment to fuel the gradual release of

responsibility framework, and use reading assessment as a means of professional

reflection. Finally, Filkins challenges us to broaden the conversation about

assessment to a wider range of stakeholders and offers a vision of assessment as

an expression of care for the students in our charge.

Scott Filkins has worked as an educator in the Champaign (Illinois) Unit 4 schools
in a variety of roles, including English teacher and department chair, reading
teacher, instructional coach, and curriculum coordinator for English language arts
and social studies, grades 6–12.
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“In this age of ‘accountability,’ teachers have been treated as targets of

assessment rather than agents of it; assessment is something that is done to

teachers, not something they do.”

And this state of affairs, argue Chris W. Gallagher and Eric D. Turley, must not

continue if we want our students to develop the skills that will enable them to

succeed in this brave new world of technological and global literacy. Teachers

do have a role in writing assessment, the authors suggest, and we have much

to gain if we move assessment to the center of our professional practice,

especially if we approach writing assessment through an inquiry framework

that allows us to collaborate with students, other teachers, and community

members to build our own assessment literacy, expertise, and leadership.

Based on the IRA–NCTE Standards for the Assessment of Reading and Writing,

Revised Edition, this book brings us inside teachers’ local contexts—classrooms,

schools, and communities—to illustrate how teachers are taking the reins of

writing assessment, guiding and improving the writing and literacy practices of

their students while simultaneously reflecting on and revising their own

instructional practices.

As part of NCTE’s Principles in Practice imprint, Our Better Judgment shows us

what is possible when teachers practice leadership in writing assessment and

challenges us to speak out about what our students really need.

Chris W. Gallagher is Writing Program director and professor of English at
Northeastern University in Boston. Eric D. Turley teaches English classes at
Kirkwood High School in Kirkwood, Missouri.

TE A C H E R LE A D E R S H I P F O R WR I T I N G AS S E S S M E N T
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This book illustrates how teachers of elementary-age writers bring
their beliefs about teaching and learning to life—through the visions
they hold for writers, writing, and the world, as well as through the
decisions they make every day in their classrooms. Teachers today 
face contextual challenges and pressures that may conflict with their
visions of effective teaching. Katie Van Sluys demonstrates how to
(re)claim our professional practice to ensure that young people have
the opportunity to become competent, constantly growing writers 
who use writing to think, communicate, and pose as well as solve
problems.

Using NCTE’s Beliefs about the Teaching of Writing as a starting point
for understandings about writing research and what it can tell us
about effective writing practices in elementary classrooms, Van Sluys
invites us to articulate our own beliefs as we explore why and what
we write, how we write and how we teach, how we assess progress,
and how we advocate for the practices we believe in. Through real
classroom examples and teacher and student reflections, she helps us
understand how the decisions that both we and our students make
today can help them learn not only to write well but also to use
writing to create the world they want to live in.

Katie Van Sluys is associate professor of literacy at DePaul University.
Her work as a teacher, learner, and person is closely tied to the
everyday lives of children and teachers as she works with school
communities in capacities ranging from side-by-side learner, on-site
university course instructor, literacy coach, student teacher advisor,
study group facilitator, and literacy researcher. Her interest in the
development of literate lives has led her to work with multilingual
learners, writing pedagogy and practice, critical and 21st century
literacies, and learning communities dedicated to lifelong, life-wide
growth for young people and educators alike. 

W R I T I N G  I N  TO DAY ’ S
C L A S S R O O M S

VISIONS AND DECISIONS
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In the dialogical classroom, students use writing to explore who they are
becoming and how they relate to the larger culture around them. 
Dialogical writing

• Combines academic and personal writing;
• Allows writers to bring multiple voices to the work;
• Involves thought, reflection, and engagement across time and space; and
• Creates opportunities for substantive and ongoing meaning making.

How can we, as teachers, carve out space in our literacy classrooms for a
more dialogical approach to writing? Focusing on adolescent learners, Bob
Fecho argues that teachers need to develop writing experiences that are
reflective across time in order to foster even deeper explorations of subject
matter, and he creates an ongoing conversation between classroom practice,
theory, and research to show how each informs the others. Drawing on
NCTE Beliefs about the Teaching of Writing, this book illustrates the
empowerment that can result from dialogical writing even as it examines
the complications of implementing this approach in the classroom.

In this book, you will discover how to fashion a dialogical writing program
that meets your and your students’ needs. Fecho helps you get there by
providing a window into the classrooms of middle and high school teachers
who are engaged in a dialogue with their practices. You’ll see how these
teachers enact practice in different contexts, and you’ll hear them explain
the essentials of their teaching as they demonstrate how dialogical
classrooms depend on context and are forever in a state of becoming. The
dialogical classroom: often messy, complex, thoughtful, and inspired, but
most of all, full of potential.

W R I T I N G  I N  TO DAY ’ S
C L A S S R O O M S

STUDENTS AND TEACHERS RESPONDING TO THE TEXTS OF THEIR LIVES
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How can we reach all of our students—especially those who have been
ignored and underserved in America’s classrooms?

Maisha T. Winn and Latrise P. Johnson suggest that culturally relevant
pedagogy can make a difference. Although it certainly includes inviting
in the voices of those who are generally overlooked in the texts and
curricula of US schools, culturally relevant teaching also means
recognizing and celebrating those students who show up to our
classrooms daily, welcoming their voices, demanding their reflection,
and encouraging them toward self-discovery.

Writing Instruction in the Culturally Relevant Classroom offers specific
ideas for how to teach writing well and in a culturally relevant way.
Drawing on research-based understandings from NCTE Beliefs about the
Teaching of Writing, Winn and Johnson demonstrate how these
principles support an approach to writing instruction that can help all
students succeed. Through portraits of four thoughtful high school
teachers, the authors show how to create an environment for effective
learning and teaching in diverse classrooms, helping to answer
questions such as:
• How can I honor students’ backgrounds and experiences to help

them become better writers?
• How can I teach in a culturally responsive way if I don’t share cultural

identities with my students?
• How can I move beyond a “heroes and holidays” approach to

culturally relevant pedagogy?
• How can I draw on what I already know about good writing

instruction to make my classes more culturally relevant?
• How can I create culturally responsive assessment of writing?

W R I T I N G I N T O D A Y ' S
C L A S S R O O M S
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Quality	Assessment	Is	a	Process	of	Inquiry “Everyone has the capacity to write, writing can be taught…”

The titles in the Adolescent Literacy strand draw on the research-based understandings  
highlighted in Adolescent Literacy: An NCTE Policy Research Brief, woven together  

with practical lessons that will enrich the reading experiences of all students.  

Adolescents and 
Digital Literacies

SARA KAJDER Principles
in Practice
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This book isn’t about technology. It’s about the teaching practices that
technology enables.

Instead of focusing on where to point and click, this book addresses 
the ways in which teachers and students work together to navigate
continuous change and what it means to read, write, view, listen, and
communicate in the twenty-first century.

Based on Adolescent Literacy: An NCTE Policy Research Brief, Sara
Kajder (a nationally recognized expert on technology and literacy)
recognizes that students are reading and writing every day in their 
“real lives.” She offers solutions for connecting these activities with 
the literacy practices required by classroom curricula. 

Through extensive interviews and classroom experiences, Kajder offers
examples of both students and teachers who have successfully
integrated technology to enrich literacy learning. 

As part of the Principles in Practice imprint, Adolescents and Digital
Literacies: Learning Alongside Our Students offers critical consideration
of students’ in-school and out-of-school digital literacy practices in a
practical, friendly, and easily approachable manner. 

Sara Kajder is an assistant professor at Virginia Tech whose teaching 
is anchored in helping middle and high school students connect 
out-of-school with in-school literacies. Regardless of the tool(s), Kajder
focuses on how new literacies can affirm what students already bring 
to the classroom and how they can help to produce knowledge and put
that knowledge to work.

Kajder is a recipient of the National Technology Leadership Fellowship.
This is her first book from NCTE.

A D O L E S C E N T  L I T E R A C Y
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Popular in reading  
methods courses!

The books in the Literacy Assessment Strand are  
based on the IRA-NCTE Standards for the Assessment  

of Reading and Writing, Revised Edition.  

 www.ncte.org/standards/ 
assessmentstandards

  
…and teachers can help students become better writers.”

     —Excerpt from NCTE Beliefs about the Teaching of Writing, the basis  
       of the titles in the Writing in Today’s Classrooms strand.  

Writing in the Dialogical Classroom: 
Students and Teachers Responding  
to the Texts of Their Lives

Bob Fecho
119 pp. 2011. Grades 7–12
ISBN 978-0-8141-1357-8
No. 13578

In the dialogical class-
room, students use writ-

ing to explore who they are becoming 
and how they relate to the larger culture 
around them. Dialogical writing: 

• Combines academic and personal 
writing;

• Allows writers to bring multiple 
voices to the work;

• Involves thought, reflection, and en-
gagement across time and space; and

• Creates opportunities for substantive 
and ongoing meaning making.

How can we, as teachers, carve out 
space in our literacy classrooms for a 
more dialogical approach to writing? 
Focusing on adolescent learners, Bob 
Fecho argues that teachers need to 
develop writing experiences that are 
reflective across time in order to foster 
even deeper explorations of subject 
matter, and he creates an ongoing con-
versation between classroom practice, 
theory, and research to show how each 
informs the others.

Bob Fecho, NCTE member since 1987, 
is a professor of Language and Literacy 
Education at the University 
of Georgia. He is active in the 
Conference on English Educa-
tion (CEE), and is the author of 
several publications related to 
adolescent literacy, sociocul-
tural issues, and dialogical practice.

Writing Instruction in the Culturally
Relevant Classroom

Maisha T. Winn and
Latrise Johnson
101 pp. 2011. Grades 

9–12
ISBN 978-0-8141-5856-2
No. 58562

How can teachers offer sound writing 
instruction in a culturally relevant way? 
Through portraits of four thoughtful high 
school teachers, the authors show how to 
create an environment for effective learn-
ing and teaching in diverse classrooms, 
helping to answer questions such as:

• How can I honor students’ back-
grounds and experiences to help 
them become better writers?

• How can I teach in a culturally re-
sponsive way if I don’t share cultural 
identities with my students?

• How can I move beyond a “heroes 
and holidays” approach to culturally 
relevant pedagogy?

• How can I draw on what I already 
know about good writing instruction 
to make my classes more culturally 
relevant?

• How can I create culturally responsive 
assessment of writing?

Maisha T. Winn joined NCTE 
as a student member in 1994. 
She is a former public elemen-
tary school and high school 
teacher and has worked extensively with 
youth in urban schools and in out-of-
school contexts. Maisha is currently the 
Susan J. Cellmer Chair in English Education 
at the University of Wisconsin, Madison.   
Latrise Johnson, NCTE mem-
ber for five years, has six years 
teaching experience with  
Atlanta Public Schools as a  
secondary English teacher. She 
is currently an assistant professor of sec-
ondary ELA and literacy at the University 
of Alabama. 

www.ncte.org/positions/ 
statements/writingbeliefs

Download,	share,	and	discuss	the	Research	Briefs
Adolescent Literacy: An NCTE Policy  

Research Brief
IRA-NCTE Standards for the Assessment  
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NCTE Beliefs about the  
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Adolescents and Digital Literacies: 
Learning Alongside Our Students  

Sara Kajder
119 pp. 2010. Grades 9–12
ISBN  978-0-8141-5299-7
No. 52997

  

This book isn’t about technology. It’s 
about the teaching practices that tech-
nology enables, and it addresses the 
ways in which teachers and students 
work together to navigate continuous 
change and what it means to read, write, 
view, listen, and communicate in the 21st 
century. Through extensive interviews 
and classroom experiences, Kajder offers 
examples of both students and teachers 
who have successfully integrated technol-
ogy to enrich literacy learning. 

“I think the thought process it encouraged is 
probably the most valuable part of reading this 
book. Sara Kajder sets forth an argument and a 
compendium of research that makes you ques-
tion, as a teacher, where you are on the spectrum 
of accommodating New Literacies into your 
curriculum.” 
                    — Carrie, educator from Roanoke, VA 

Sara Kajder, NCTE member 
since 1996, recently returned to 
teaching eighth-grade English 
after spending eight years in 
higher education (at Pitt and 
Virginia Tech).  She is very active in the 
Conference on English Education (CEE) 
and is the current NCTE Middle Level Sec-
tion Chair.   

Adolescent Literacy at Risk? 
The Impact of Standards

Rebecca Sipe
127 pp. 2009. Grades 9–12.
ISBN 978-0-8141-2296-9
No. 22969

In this book, Sipe offers an
in-depth look at the world of standards. 
Throughout the book, she raises ques-
tions that are significant to teachers and 
administrators who are concerned about 
the direction the standards movement 
has taken:

• What do we mean by standards?  
• Why are there so many standards  

for literacy, and where do they  
come from?

• How have standards come to be 
seen as a formula for curricula rather 
than a platform for collaboration  
and planning?

Questioning the ways in which the 
standards movement has played out in 
classrooms, school districts, and states, 
Sipe issues a call for thinking about 
standards differently. She advocates for 
supporting and trusting teachers to find 
ways to make standards support the best 
of what we do.

Rebecca Bowers Sipe, NCTE 
member since the early 1980s, 
has attended and presented 
at almost every NCTE Conven-
tion since 1984. As a former 
secondary English teacher, 
department head, and K-12 English 
Coordinator, her work with standards has 
focused on issues of educational equity 
and helping teachers protect practices 
that are essential to support student suc-
cess with literature and writing. She is an 
active member of the NCTE Conference 
on English Leadership (CEL).

Beyond Standardized Truth: Improving Teaching and 
Learning through Inquiry-Based Reading Assessment

Scott Filkins
133 pp. 2012. Grades 9–12
ISBN 978-0-8141-0291-6
No. 02916

This book helps teachers
think about how in a time 

of Common Core State Standards they 
can use classroom assessment strate-
gies in thoughtful ways to make a dif-
ference with their own students. With 
the call for students to read and com-
prehend increasingly complex text, this 
book shows teachers how to recognize the kinds 
of text students are ready for and how to support students as 
they develop the necessary skills to grow as readers.

Through cross-content classroom stories, you will see how 
educators engaged in inquiry-based reading assessment 
use various tools and and documentation methods to help 
them inquire into their students’ habits as readers, use forma-
tive assessment to fuel the gradual release of responsibil-
ity framework, and use reading assessment as a means of 
professional reflection.

Scott Filkins, NCTE member since 2007, has worked as an 
educator in a variety of roles, including English 
teacher and department chair, reading teacher, 
instructional coach, and (currently) curriculum 
coordinator for English language arts and social 
studies, grades 6–12. Scott worked at NCTE on 
the ReadWriteThink.org project and currently serves on 
the ReadWriteThink advisory board for the International 
Reading Association.  

Promoting	Adolescent	Literacy	through	 
Research-Based Teaching Practices

Adolescent Literacy and the Teaching 
of Reading: Lessons for Teachers  
of Literature

Deborah Appleman
117 pp. 2010. Grades 9–12
ISBN 978-0-8141-0056-1
No. 00561

Literature teachers are increasingly asked 
to balance the teaching of literature with 
teaching reading. Using real-world exam-
ples from diverse secondary classrooms, 
Appleman helps literature teachers find 
answers to the questions they have about 
ways to find that balance.

• How can I help students negotiate the 
complex texts that they will encounter 
both in and out of the classroom?

• What are the best ways to engage 
whole classes in a variety of texts: both 
literary and nonliterary?

• What does it mean to be a struggling 
reader, and how can I support these 
students?

• How can I inspire and motivate the 
male readers in my classes?

“I especially liked the discussion of teaching read-
ing vs. teaching literature. I have wrestled with this 
issue in my own classroom. Some of my students 
struggle with basic reading comprehension, and 
some of my students are excellent readers who are 
ready for deeper analysis. Appleman offers strate-
gies to bridge this ability gap in the classroom.”
                —Anna, high school English teacher

Deborah Appleman, the Hollis L. Cas-
well professor of educational studies and 
director of the Summer Writing Program 
at Carleton College, has been an NCTE 
member since 1985. She is the 
author of numerous books, in-
cluding Adolescent Literacy and 
the Teaching of Reading; Critical 
Encounters in High School Eng-
lish; Reading Better, Reading Smarter;  and 
Reading for Themselves.

Our Better Judgment: Teacher Leadership  
for Writing Assessment

Chris W. Gallagher and Eric D. Turley
115 pp. 2012. Grades 9–12
ISBN 978-0-8141-3476-4
No. 34764

“In this age of ‘accountability,’ teachers have been 
treated as targets of assessment rather than agents of it; 

assessment is something that is done to teachers, not something they do.”

And this state of affairs, argue Gallagher and Turley, must not 
continue if we want our students to develop the skills that will 
enable them to succeed in this brave new world of techno-
logical and global literacy. Teachers do have a role in writing 
assessment, the authors suggest, and we have much to gain 
if we move assessment to the center of our professional prac-
tice, especially if we approach writing assessment through an 
inquiry framework that allows us to collaborate with students, 
other teachers, and community members to build our own 
assessment literacy, expertise, and leadership.

“After reading the first chapter of the Gallagher/Turley book, I knew I had 
to order the whole thing!” 
                                 —Penny Kittle, NCTE member, literacy coach, and author
 
Chris Gallagher, NCTE member since the mid-
1990s, is Writing Program director and professor 
of English at Northeastern University, where he 
teaches courses in writing and rhetoric. He has 
published in NCTE journals and has published 
Radical Departures: Composition and Progressive 
Pedagogy (NCTE, 2002). 
Eric Turley, an NCTE member for eight years, 
teaches English classes at Kirkwood High School 
in Kirkwood, Missouri. He has published in Eng-
lish Journal and often presents at the NCTE and 
CCCC Conventions. 

Becoming Writers in the Elementary 
Classroom: Visions and Decisions

Katie Van Sluys
145 pp. 2011. Grades K–5
ISBN 978-0-8141-0277-0
No. 02770

This book illustrates how 
teachers of elementary-

age writers bring their beliefs about 
teaching and learning to life—through 
the visions they hold for writers, writ-
ing, and the world, as well as through 
the decisions they make every day in 
their classrooms. Katie Van Sluys demon-
strates how to (re)claim your professional 
practice to ensure that young people 
have the opportunity to become compe-
tent, constantly growing writers who use 
writing to think, communicate, and pose 
as well as solve problems.

“I find it to be a compelling text for a K–8 writing 
methods course. I appreciate the ‘actions’ that 
each chapter invites us to take as teachers, and 
that it incorporates a vision with the writing 
process/workshop as well as a vision of writing 
outside the classroom and in our communities.”
                         —Troy Hicks, NCTE member,  
                         methods instructor, author, blogger

Katie Van Sluys, NCTE member for 15 
years, is a former associate professor of 
literacy at DePaul University. Her work 
as a teacher, learner, and 
person is closely tied to the 
everyday lives of children 
and teachers as she works 
with school communities in 
capacities such as side-by-side learner, 
onsite university course instructor, 
literacy coach, student teacher advi-
sor, study group facilitator, and literacy 
researcher.
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the Teaching of Reading
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Let's face it: in this age of exploding literacies, all teachers of literature
should be teachers of reading. 

Reading is interpreting; interpreting is reading, which is why it's more
crucial than ever to ensure that our students are able to make meaning as
they read. But do we know how to integrate best practices in reading
instruction into our classrooms?

In Adolescent Literacy and the Teaching of Reading: Lessons for Teachers
of Literature, Deborah Appleman dismantles the traditional divide
between secondary teachers of literature and teachers of reading and
offers a variety of practical ways to teach reading within the context of
literature classrooms. As part of NCTE's Principles in Practice imprint, the
book draws on research-based understandings emerging from Adolescent
Literacy: An NCTE Policy Research Brief, woven together with practical
lessons that will enrich the reading experiences of all students. Using 
real-world examples from diverse secondary classrooms, Appleman helps
literature teachers find answers to the questions they have about teaching
reading:
• How can I help students negotiate the complex texts they will

encounter both in and out of the classroom?
• What are the best ways to engage whole classes in a variety of texts,

both literary and nonliterary?
• What does it mean to be a struggling reader and how can I support

these students?
• How can I inspire and motivate the male readers in my classes?

Deborah Appleman is Hollis L. Caswell Professor and chair of educational
studies and director of the Summer Writing Program at Carleton College.
She taught high school English for nine years before receiving her
doctorate in 1986 from the University of Minnesota. At Carleton, she
teaches educational psychology, methods of literacy instruction, and
introduction to American studies. She regularly teaches in high schools
across the country.

A D O L E S C E N T  L I T E R A C Y

Adolesc reading spread  5/19/10  10:17 AM  Page 1Adolescent Literacy 
at Risk?

REBECCA BOWERS SIPE Principles
in Practice

TH E IM PA C T O F STA N D A R D S

A
dolescen

t L
iteracy

 at R
isk

?               S
IPE

As teachers, we live in a world of standards. From local administration
to national education policy, standards permeate every aspect of our
teaching lives. 

In Adolescent Literacy at Risk? The Impact of Standards, Rebecca Bowers
Sipe offers an in-depth look at the world of standards. Throughout the
book, she raises questions that are significant to teachers and
administrators who are concerned about the direction the standards
movement has taken: 

• What do we mean by standards?  
• Why are there so many standards for literacy and where do they

come from?
• How have standards come to be seen as a formula for curricula rather

than a platform for collaboration and planning?

In addition to her own stories, Sipe takes us into the world of classroom
teachers. These stories demonstrate how innovative educators are able
to remain true to best practices in adolescent literacy while working
within a standards-based framework. Questioning the ways in which
the standards movement has played out in classrooms, school districts,
and states, Sipe issues a call for thinking about standards differently.
She advocates for supporting and trusting teachers to find ways to
make standards support the best of what we do.  

As part of the Principles in Practice imprint, Adolescent Literacy at Risk?
situates itself in research-based understandings gleaned from
Adolescent Literacy: An NCTE Policy Research Brief and shows how
those understandings connect to the standards movement.

Rebecca Bowers Sipe is a former high school teacher, a facilitator of a
state standards project, and an English educator helping preservice and
practicing teachers learn to work innovatively within the standards
movement.

A D O L E S C E N T  L I T E R A C Y
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IMPROVING TEACHING AND LEARNING THROUGH INQUIRY-BASED READING ASSESSMENT
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The Common Core State Standards call for students to read and comprehend

increasingly complex text as they move through middle and high school. While

this is a worthy goal, how will teachers know what kinds of text students are

ready for, or how to support students as they develop the necessary skills, habits,

and stances to grow as readers?

This book in the Principles in Practice imprint is the result of the author’s own

efforts to bridge the gap between valuing reading and being able to respond

with appropriate instruction or evaluate growth in reading. Scott Filkins brings

us into his classroom and the classrooms of his colleagues to demonstrate how

high school teachers across the disciplines can engage in inquiry-based reading

assessment to support student learning. Based in the IRA–NCTE Standards for the

Assessment of Reading and Writing, Revised Edition, the classroom portraits

highlight the importance of incorporating genuinely formative assessment into

our instruction.

Filkins unpacks his own history with assessment through engaging “confessions”

of his early practices and eventual growth toward a framework that situates

reading assessment in an inquiry model. Throughout the book, he showcases his

colleagues’ attempts to use an inquiry framework, including the various tools

and documentation methods that help them inquire into their students’ habits

and thoughts as readers, use formative assessment to fuel the gradual release of

responsibility framework, and use reading assessment as a means of professional

reflection. Finally, Filkins challenges us to broaden the conversation about

assessment to a wider range of stakeholders and offers a vision of assessment as

an expression of care for the students in our charge.

Scott Filkins has worked as an educator in the Champaign (Illinois) Unit 4 schools
in a variety of roles, including English teacher and department chair, reading
teacher, instructional coach, and curriculum coordinator for English language arts
and social studies, grades 6–12.
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“In this age of ‘accountability,’ teachers have been treated as targets of

assessment rather than agents of it; assessment is something that is done to

teachers, not something they do.”

And this state of affairs, argue Chris W. Gallagher and Eric D. Turley, must not

continue if we want our students to develop the skills that will enable them to

succeed in this brave new world of technological and global literacy. Teachers

do have a role in writing assessment, the authors suggest, and we have much

to gain if we move assessment to the center of our professional practice,

especially if we approach writing assessment through an inquiry framework

that allows us to collaborate with students, other teachers, and community

members to build our own assessment literacy, expertise, and leadership.

Based on the IRA–NCTE Standards for the Assessment of Reading and Writing,

Revised Edition, this book brings us inside teachers’ local contexts—classrooms,

schools, and communities—to illustrate how teachers are taking the reins of

writing assessment, guiding and improving the writing and literacy practices of

their students while simultaneously reflecting on and revising their own

instructional practices.

As part of NCTE’s Principles in Practice imprint, Our Better Judgment shows us

what is possible when teachers practice leadership in writing assessment and

challenges us to speak out about what our students really need.

Chris W. Gallagher is Writing Program director and professor of English at
Northeastern University in Boston. Eric D. Turley teaches English classes at
Kirkwood High School in Kirkwood, Missouri.

TE A C H E R LE A D E R S H I P F O R WR I T I N G AS S E S S M E N T
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This book illustrates how teachers of elementary-age writers bring
their beliefs about teaching and learning to life—through the visions
they hold for writers, writing, and the world, as well as through the
decisions they make every day in their classrooms. Teachers today 
face contextual challenges and pressures that may conflict with their
visions of effective teaching. Katie Van Sluys demonstrates how to
(re)claim our professional practice to ensure that young people have
the opportunity to become competent, constantly growing writers 
who use writing to think, communicate, and pose as well as solve
problems.

Using NCTE’s Beliefs about the Teaching of Writing as a starting point
for understandings about writing research and what it can tell us
about effective writing practices in elementary classrooms, Van Sluys
invites us to articulate our own beliefs as we explore why and what
we write, how we write and how we teach, how we assess progress,
and how we advocate for the practices we believe in. Through real
classroom examples and teacher and student reflections, she helps us
understand how the decisions that both we and our students make
today can help them learn not only to write well but also to use
writing to create the world they want to live in.

Katie Van Sluys is associate professor of literacy at DePaul University.
Her work as a teacher, learner, and person is closely tied to the
everyday lives of children and teachers as she works with school
communities in capacities ranging from side-by-side learner, on-site
university course instructor, literacy coach, student teacher advisor,
study group facilitator, and literacy researcher. Her interest in the
development of literate lives has led her to work with multilingual
learners, writing pedagogy and practice, critical and 21st century
literacies, and learning communities dedicated to lifelong, life-wide
growth for young people and educators alike. 

W R I T I N G  I N  TO DAY ’ S
C L A S S R O O M S

VISIONS AND DECISIONS
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In the dialogical classroom, students use writing to explore who they are
becoming and how they relate to the larger culture around them. 
Dialogical writing

• Combines academic and personal writing;
• Allows writers to bring multiple voices to the work;
• Involves thought, reflection, and engagement across time and space; and
• Creates opportunities for substantive and ongoing meaning making.

How can we, as teachers, carve out space in our literacy classrooms for a
more dialogical approach to writing? Focusing on adolescent learners, Bob
Fecho argues that teachers need to develop writing experiences that are
reflective across time in order to foster even deeper explorations of subject
matter, and he creates an ongoing conversation between classroom practice,
theory, and research to show how each informs the others. Drawing on
NCTE Beliefs about the Teaching of Writing, this book illustrates the
empowerment that can result from dialogical writing even as it examines
the complications of implementing this approach in the classroom.

In this book, you will discover how to fashion a dialogical writing program
that meets your and your students’ needs. Fecho helps you get there by
providing a window into the classrooms of middle and high school teachers
who are engaged in a dialogue with their practices. You’ll see how these
teachers enact practice in different contexts, and you’ll hear them explain
the essentials of their teaching as they demonstrate how dialogical
classrooms depend on context and are forever in a state of becoming. The
dialogical classroom: often messy, complex, thoughtful, and inspired, but
most of all, full of potential.

W R I T I N G  I N  TO DAY ’ S
C L A S S R O O M S

STUDENTS AND TEACHERS RESPONDING TO THE TEXTS OF THEIR LIVES
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How can we reach all of our students—especially those who have been
ignored and underserved in America’s classrooms?

Maisha T. Winn and Latrise P. Johnson suggest that culturally relevant
pedagogy can make a difference. Although it certainly includes inviting
in the voices of those who are generally overlooked in the texts and
curricula of US schools, culturally relevant teaching also means
recognizing and celebrating those students who show up to our
classrooms daily, welcoming their voices, demanding their reflection,
and encouraging them toward self-discovery.

Writing Instruction in the Culturally Relevant Classroom offers specific
ideas for how to teach writing well and in a culturally relevant way.
Drawing on research-based understandings from NCTE Beliefs about the
Teaching of Writing, Winn and Johnson demonstrate how these
principles support an approach to writing instruction that can help all
students succeed. Through portraits of four thoughtful high school
teachers, the authors show how to create an environment for effective
learning and teaching in diverse classrooms, helping to answer
questions such as:
• How can I honor students’ backgrounds and experiences to help

them become better writers?
• How can I teach in a culturally responsive way if I don’t share cultural

identities with my students?
• How can I move beyond a “heroes and holidays” approach to

culturally relevant pedagogy?
• How can I draw on what I already know about good writing

instruction to make my classes more culturally relevant?
• How can I create culturally responsive assessment of writing?

W R I T I N G I N T O D A Y ' S
C L A S S R O O M S
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Quality	Assessment	Is	a	Process	of	Inquiry “Everyone has the capacity to write, writing can be taught…”

The titles in the Adolescent Literacy strand draw on the research-based understandings  
highlighted in Adolescent Literacy: An NCTE Policy Research Brief, woven together  

with practical lessons that will enrich the reading experiences of all students.  
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SARA KAJDER Principles
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This book isn’t about technology. It’s about the teaching practices that
technology enables.

Instead of focusing on where to point and click, this book addresses 
the ways in which teachers and students work together to navigate
continuous change and what it means to read, write, view, listen, and
communicate in the twenty-first century.

Based on Adolescent Literacy: An NCTE Policy Research Brief, Sara
Kajder (a nationally recognized expert on technology and literacy)
recognizes that students are reading and writing every day in their 
“real lives.” She offers solutions for connecting these activities with 
the literacy practices required by classroom curricula. 

Through extensive interviews and classroom experiences, Kajder offers
examples of both students and teachers who have successfully
integrated technology to enrich literacy learning. 

As part of the Principles in Practice imprint, Adolescents and Digital
Literacies: Learning Alongside Our Students offers critical consideration
of students’ in-school and out-of-school digital literacy practices in a
practical, friendly, and easily approachable manner. 

Sara Kajder is an assistant professor at Virginia Tech whose teaching 
is anchored in helping middle and high school students connect 
out-of-school with in-school literacies. Regardless of the tool(s), Kajder
focuses on how new literacies can affirm what students already bring 
to the classroom and how they can help to produce knowledge and put
that knowledge to work.

Kajder is a recipient of the National Technology Leadership Fellowship.
This is her first book from NCTE.

A D O L E S C E N T  L I T E R A C Y
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Popular in reading  
methods courses!

The books in the Literacy Assessment Strand are  
based on the IRA-NCTE Standards for the Assessment  

of Reading and Writing, Revised Edition.  

 www.ncte.org/standards/ 
assessmentstandards

  
…and teachers can help students become better writers.”

     —Excerpt from NCTE Beliefs about the Teaching of Writing, the basis  
       of the titles in the Writing in Today’s Classrooms strand.  

Writing in the Dialogical Classroom: 
Students and Teachers Responding  
to the Texts of Their Lives

Bob Fecho
119 pp. 2011. Grades 7–12
ISBN 978-0-8141-1357-8
No. 13578

In the dialogical class-
room, students use writ-

ing to explore who they are becoming 
and how they relate to the larger culture 
around them. Dialogical writing: 

• Combines academic and personal 
writing;

• Allows writers to bring multiple 
voices to the work;

• Involves thought, reflection, and en-
gagement across time and space; and

• Creates opportunities for substantive 
and ongoing meaning making.

How can we, as teachers, carve out 
space in our literacy classrooms for a 
more dialogical approach to writing? 
Focusing on adolescent learners, Bob 
Fecho argues that teachers need to 
develop writing experiences that are 
reflective across time in order to foster 
even deeper explorations of subject 
matter, and he creates an ongoing con-
versation between classroom practice, 
theory, and research to show how each 
informs the others.

Bob Fecho, NCTE member since 1987, 
is a professor of Language and Literacy 
Education at the University 
of Georgia. He is active in the 
Conference on English Educa-
tion (CEE), and is the author of 
several publications related to 
adolescent literacy, sociocul-
tural issues, and dialogical practice.

Writing Instruction in the Culturally
Relevant Classroom

Maisha T. Winn and
Latrise Johnson
101 pp. 2011. Grades 

  9–12
ISBN 978-0-8141-5856-2
No. 58562

How can teachers offer sound writing 
instruction in a culturally relevant way? 
Through portraits of four thoughtful high 
school teachers, the authors show how to 
create an environment for effective learn-
ing and teaching in diverse classrooms, 
helping to answer questions such as:

• How can I honor students’ back-
grounds and experiences to help 
them become better writers?

• How can I teach in a culturally re-
sponsive way if I don’t share cultural 
identities with my students?

• How can I move beyond a “heroes 
and holidays” approach to culturally 
relevant pedagogy?

• How can I draw on what I already 
know about good writing instruction 
to make my classes more culturally 
relevant?

• How can I create culturally responsive 
assessment of writing?

Maisha T. Winn joined NCTE 
as a student member in 1994. 
She is a former public elemen-
tary school and high school 
teacher and has worked extensively with 
youth in urban schools and in out-of-
school contexts. Maisha is currently the 
Susan J. Cellmer Chair in English Education 
at the University of Wisconsin, Madison.   
Latrise Johnson, NCTE mem-
ber for five years, has six years 
teaching experience with  
Atlanta Public Schools as a  
secondary English teacher. She 
is currently an assistant professor of sec-
ondary ELA and literacy at the University 
of Alabama. 

www.ncte.org/positions/ 
statements/writingbeliefs
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“As a former high school teacher, I remember the frustration I felt when the gap 
between research and my own practice seemed too wide to cross. The books 
in this imprint are designed to help teachers bridge that gap and discover how 
good teaching is connected to strong research.”
                                                                                                                       —Cathy Fleischer, Principles in Practice Imprint Editor

Cathy Fleischer is a Professor of English at Eastern Michigan University and has been a member of NCTE since she started graduate 
school in 1985. She’s the co-director of the Eastern Michigan Writing Project, a member of the CEE Executive Committee, and author 
of numerous books and articles on teacher research and teacher empowerment.
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This book illustrates how teachers of elementary-age writers bringtheir beliefs about teaching and learning to life—through the visionsthey hold for writers, writing, and the world, as well as through thedecisions they make every day in their classrooms. Teachers today face contextual challenges and pressures that may conflict with theirvisions of effective teaching. Katie Van Sluys demonstrates how to(re)claim our professional practice to ensure that young people havethe opportunity to become competent, constantly growing writers who use writing to think, communicate, and pose as well as solveproblems.

Using NCTE’s Beliefs about the Teaching of Writing as a starting pointfor understandings about writing research and what it can tell usabout effective writing practices in elementary classrooms, Van Sluysinvites us to articulate our own beliefs as we explore why and whatwe write, how we write and how we teach, how we assess progress,and how we advocate for the practices we believe in. Through realclassroom examples and teacher and student reflections, she helps usunderstand how the decisions that both we and our students maketoday can help them learn not only to write well but also to usewriting to create the world they want to live in.
Katie Van Sluys is associate professor of literacy at DePaul University.Her work as a teacher, learner, and person is closely tied to theeveryday lives of children and teachers as she works with schoolcommunities in capacities ranging from side-by-side learner, on-siteuniversity course instructor, literacy coach, student teacher advisor,study group facilitator, and literacy researcher. Her interest in thedevelopment of literate lives has led her to work with multilinguallearners, writing pedagogy and practice, critical and 21st centuryliteracies, and learning communities dedicated to lifelong, life-widegrowth for young people and educators alike. 

W R I T I N G  I N  TO DAY ’ S
C L A S S R O O M S

VISIONS AND DECISIONS
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In the dialogical classroom, students use writing to explore who they are

becoming and how they relate to the larger culture around them. 

Dialogical writing

• Combines academic and personal writing;
• Allows writers to bring multiple voices to the work;

• Involves thought, reflection, and engagement across time and space; and

• Creates opportunities for substantive and ongoing meaning making.
How can we, as teachers, carve out space in our literacy classrooms for a

more dialogical approach to writing? Focusing on adolescent learners, Bob

Fecho argues that teachers need to develop writing experiences that are

reflective across time in order to foster even deeper explorations of subject

matter, and he creates an ongoing conversation between classroom practice,

theory, and research to show how each informs the others. Drawing on

NCTE Beliefs about the Teaching of Writing, this book illustrates the

empowerment that can result from dialogical writing even as it examines

the complications of implementing this approach in the classroom.
In this book, you will discover how to fashion a dialogical writing program

that meets your and your students’ needs. Fecho helps you get there by

providing a window into the classrooms of middle and high school teachers

who are engaged in a dialogue with their practices. You’ll see how these

teachers enact practice in different contexts, and you’ll hear them explain

the essentials of their teaching as they demonstrate how dialogical

classrooms depend on context and are forever in a state of becoming. The

dialogical classroom: often messy, complex, thoughtful, and inspired, but

most of all, full of potential.

W R I T I N G  I N  TO DAY ’ SC L A S S R O O M S

STUDENTS AND TEACHERS RESPONDING TO THE TEXTS OF THEIR LIVES
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How can we reach all of our students—especially those who have been

ignored and underserved in America’s classrooms?

Maisha T. Winn and Latrise P. Johnson suggest that culturally relevant

pedagogy can make a difference. Although it certainly includes inviting

in the voices of those who are generally overlooked in the texts and

curricula of US schools, culturally relevant teaching also means

recognizing and celebrating those students who show up to our

classrooms daily, welcoming their voices, demanding their reflection,

and encouraging them toward self-discovery.
Writing Instruction in the Culturally Relevant Classroom offers specific

ideas for how to teach writing well and in a culturally relevant way.

Drawing on research-based understandings from NCTE Beliefs about the

Teaching of Writing, Winn and Johnson demonstrate how these

principles support an approach to writing instruction that can help all

students succeed. Through portraits of four thoughtful high school

teachers, the authors show how to create an environment for effective

learning and teaching in diverse classrooms, helping to answer

questions such as:• How can I honor students’ backgrounds and experiences to help

them become better writers?
• How can I teach in a culturally responsive way if I don’t share cultural

identities with my students?
• How can I move beyond a “heroes and holidays” approach to

culturally relevant pedagogy?
• How can I draw on what I already know about good writing

instruction to make my classes more culturally relevant?

• How can I create culturally responsive assessment of writing?

W R I T I N G I N T O D A Y ' S
C L A S S R O O M S
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This book isn’t about technology. It’s about the teaching practices that

technology enables.
Instead of focusing on where to point and click, this book addresses 

the ways in which teachers and students work together to navigate

continuous change and what it means to read, write, view, listen, and

communicate in the twenty-first century.
Based on Adolescent Literacy: An NCTE Policy Research Brief, Sara

Kajder (a nationally recognized expert on technology and literacy)

recognizes that students are reading and writing every day in their 

“real lives.” She offers solutions for connecting these activities with 

the literacy practices required by classroom curricula. 

Through extensive interviews and classroom experiences, Kajder offers

examples of both students and teachers who have successfully

integrated technology to enrich literacy learning. 

As part of the Principles in Practice imprint, Adolescents and Digital

Literacies: Learning Alongside Our Students offers critical consideration

of students’ in-school and out-of-school digital literacy practices in a

practical, friendly, and easily approachable manner. Sara Kajder is an assistant professor at Virginia Tech whose teaching 

is anchored in helping middle and high school students connect 

out-of-school with in-school literacies. Regardless of the tool(s), Kajder

focuses on how new literacies can affirm what students already bring 

to the classroom and how they can help to produce knowledge and put

that knowledge to work.Kajder is a recipient of the National Technology Leadership Fellowship.

This is her first book from NCTE.

A D O L E S C E N T  L I T E R A C Y
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Let's face it: in this age of exploding literacies, all teachers of literature

should be teachers of reading. 
Reading is interpreting; interpreting is reading, which is why it's more

crucial than ever to ensure that our students are able to make meaning as

they read. But do we know how to integrate best practices in reading

instruction into our classrooms?
In Adolescent Literacy and the Teaching of Reading: Lessons for Teachers

of Literature, Deborah Appleman dismantles the traditional divide

between secondary teachers of literature and teachers of reading and

offers a variety of practical ways to teach reading within the context of

literature classrooms. As part of NCTE's Principles in Practice imprint, the

book draws on research-based understandings emerging from Adolescent

Literacy: An NCTE Policy Research Brief, woven together with practical

lessons that will enrich the reading experiences of all students. Using 

real-world examples from diverse secondary classrooms, Appleman helps

literature teachers find answers to the questions they have about teaching

reading:• How can I help students negotiate the complex texts they will

encounter both in and out of the classroom?

• What are the best ways to engage whole classes in a variety of texts,

both literary and nonliterary?

• What does it mean to be a struggling reader and how can I support

these students?
• How can I inspire and motivate the male readers in my classes?

Deborah Appleman is Hollis L. Caswell Professor and chair of educational

studies and director of the Summer Writing Program at Carleton College.

She taught high school English for nine years before receiving her

doctorate in 1986 from the University of Minnesota. At Carleton, she

teaches educational psychology, methods of literacy instruction, and

introduction to American studies. She regularly teaches in high schools

across the country.

A D O L E S C E N T  L I T E R A C Y
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The Common Core State Standards call for students to read and comprehend

increasingly complex text as they move through middle and high school. While

this is a worthy goal, how will teachers know what kinds of text students are

ready for, or how to support students as they develop the necessary skills, habits,

and stances to grow as readers?This book in the Principles in Practice imprint is the result of the author’s own

efforts to bridge the gap between valuing reading and being able to respond

with appropriate instruction or evaluate growth in reading. Scott Filkins brings

us into his classroom and the classrooms of his colleagues to demonstrate how

high school teachers across the disciplines can engage in inquiry-based reading

assessment to support student learning. Based in the IRA–NCTE Standards for the

Assessment of Reading and Writing, Revised Edition, the classroom portraits

highlight the importance of incorporating genuinely formative assessment into

our instruction.
Filkins unpacks his own history with assessment through engaging “confessions”

of his early practices and eventual growth toward a framework that situates

reading assessment in an inquiry model. Throughout the book, he showcases his

colleagues’ attempts to use an inquiry framework, including the various tools

and documentation methods that help them inquire into their students’ habits

and thoughts as readers, use formative assessment to fuel the gradual release of

responsibility framework, and use reading assessment as a means of professional

reflection. Finally, Filkins challenges us to broaden the conversation about

assessment to a wider range of stakeholders and offers a vision of assessment as

an expression of care for the students in our charge.Scott Filkins has worked as an educator in the Champaign (Illinois) Unit 4 schools

in a variety of roles, including English teacher and department chair, reading

teacher, instructional coach, and curriculum coordinator for English language arts

and social studies, grades 6–12.
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“In this age of ‘accountability,’ teachers have been treated as targets of

assessment rather than agents of it; assessment is something that is done to

teachers, not something they do.”

And this state of affairs, argue Chris W. Gallagher and Eric D. Turley, must not

continue if we want our students to develop the skills that will enable them to

succeed in this brave new world of technological and global literacy. Teachers

do have a role in writing assessment, the authors suggest, and we have much

to gain if we move assessment to the center of our professional practice,

especially if we approach writing assessment through an inquiry framework

that allows us to collaborate with students, other teachers, and community

members to build our own assessment literacy, expertise, and leadership.

Based on the IRA–NCTE Standards for the Assessment of Reading and Writing,

Revised Edition, this book brings us inside teachers’ local contexts—classrooms,

schools, and communities—to illustrate how teachers are taking the reins of

writing assessment, guiding and improving the writing and literacy practices of

their students while simultaneously reflecting on and revising their own

instructional practices.
As part of NCTE’s Principles in Practice imprint, Our Better Judgment shows us

what is possible when teachers practice leadership in writing assessment and

challenges us to speak out about what our students really need.

Chris W. Gallagher is Writing Program director and professor of English at

Northeastern University in Boston. Eric D. Turley teaches English classes at

Kirkwood High School in Kirkwood, Missouri.
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As teachers, we live in a world of standards. From local administration

to national education policy, standards permeate every aspect of our

teaching lives. In Adolescent Literacy at Risk? The Impact of Standards, Rebecca Bowers

Sipe offers an in-depth look at the world of standards. Throughout the

book, she raises questions that are significant to teachers and

administrators who are concerned about the direction the standards

movement has taken: 
• What do we mean by standards?  

• Why are there so many standards for literacy and where do they

come from?
• How have standards come to be seen as a formula for curricula rather

than a platform for collaboration and planning?

In addition to her own stories, Sipe takes us into the world of classroom

teachers. These stories demonstrate how innovative educators are able

to remain true to best practices in adolescent literacy while working

within a standards-based framework. Questioning the ways in which

the standards movement has played out in classrooms, school districts,

and states, Sipe issues a call for thinking about standards differently.

She advocates for supporting and trusting teachers to find ways to

make standards support the best of what we do.  

As part of the Principles in Practice imprint, Adolescent Literacy at Risk?

situates itself in research-based understandings gleaned from

Adolescent Literacy: An NCTE Policy Research Brief and shows how

those understandings connect to the standards movement.

Rebecca Bowers Sipe is a former high school teacher, a facilitator of a

state standards project, and an English educator helping preservice and

practicing teachers learn to work innovatively within the standards

movement.
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“As a former high school teacher, I remember the frustration I felt when the gap 
between research and my own practice seemed too wide to cross. The books 
in this imprint are designed to help teachers bridge that gap and discover how 
good teaching is connected to strong research.”
                                                                                                                       —Cathy Fleischer, Principles in Practice Imprint Editor

Cathy Fleischer is a Professor of English at Eastern Michigan University and has been a member of NCTE since she started graduate 
school in 1985. She’s the co-director of the Eastern Michigan Writing Project, a member of the CEE Executive Committee, and author 
of numerous books and articles on teacher research and teacher empowerment.
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This book illustrates how teachers of elementary-age writers bringtheir beliefs about teaching and learning to life—through the visionsthey hold for writers, writing, and the world, as well as through thedecisions they make every day in their classrooms. Teachers today face contextual challenges and pressures that may conflict with theirvisions of effective teaching. Katie Van Sluys demonstrates how to(re)claim our professional practice to ensure that young people havethe opportunity to become competent, constantly growing writers who use writing to think, communicate, and pose as well as solveproblems.

Using NCTE’s Beliefs about the Teaching of Writing as a starting pointfor understandings about writing research and what it can tell usabout effective writing practices in elementary classrooms, Van Sluysinvites us to articulate our own beliefs as we explore why and whatwe write, how we write and how we teach, how we assess progress,and how we advocate for the practices we believe in. Through realclassroom examples and teacher and student reflections, she helps usunderstand how the decisions that both we and our students maketoday can help them learn not only to write well but also to usewriting to create the world they want to live in.
Katie Van Sluys is associate professor of literacy at DePaul University.Her work as a teacher, learner, and person is closely tied to theeveryday lives of children and teachers as she works with schoolcommunities in capacities ranging from side-by-side learner, on-siteuniversity course instructor, literacy coach, student teacher advisor,study group facilitator, and literacy researcher. Her interest in thedevelopment of literate lives has led her to work with multilinguallearners, writing pedagogy and practice, critical and 21st centuryliteracies, and learning communities dedicated to lifelong, life-widegrowth for young people and educators alike. 

W R I T I N G  I N  TO DAY ’ S
C L A S S R O O M S

VISIONS AND DECISIONS
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In the dialogical classroom, students use writing to explore who they are

becoming and how they relate to the larger culture around them. 

Dialogical writing

• Combines academic and personal writing;
• Allows writers to bring multiple voices to the work;

• Involves thought, reflection, and engagement across time and space; and

• Creates opportunities for substantive and ongoing meaning making.
How can we, as teachers, carve out space in our literacy classrooms for a

more dialogical approach to writing? Focusing on adolescent learners, Bob

Fecho argues that teachers need to develop writing experiences that are

reflective across time in order to foster even deeper explorations of subject

matter, and he creates an ongoing conversation between classroom practice,

theory, and research to show how each informs the others. Drawing on

NCTE Beliefs about the Teaching of Writing, this book illustrates the

empowerment that can result from dialogical writing even as it examines

the complications of implementing this approach in the classroom.
In this book, you will discover how to fashion a dialogical writing program

that meets your and your students’ needs. Fecho helps you get there by

providing a window into the classrooms of middle and high school teachers

who are engaged in a dialogue with their practices. You’ll see how these

teachers enact practice in different contexts, and you’ll hear them explain

the essentials of their teaching as they demonstrate how dialogical

classrooms depend on context and are forever in a state of becoming. The

dialogical classroom: often messy, complex, thoughtful, and inspired, but

most of all, full of potential.

W R I T I N G  I N  TO DAY ’ SC L A S S R O O M S

STUDENTS AND TEACHERS RESPONDING TO THE TEXTS OF THEIR LIVES
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How can we reach all of our students—especially those who have been

ignored and underserved in America’s classrooms?

Maisha T. Winn and Latrise P. Johnson suggest that culturally relevant

pedagogy can make a difference. Although it certainly includes inviting

in the voices of those who are generally overlooked in the texts and

curricula of US schools, culturally relevant teaching also means

recognizing and celebrating those students who show up to our

classrooms daily, welcoming their voices, demanding their reflection,

and encouraging them toward self-discovery.
Writing Instruction in the Culturally Relevant Classroom offers specific

ideas for how to teach writing well and in a culturally relevant way.

Drawing on research-based understandings from NCTE Beliefs about the

Teaching of Writing, Winn and Johnson demonstrate how these

principles support an approach to writing instruction that can help all

students succeed. Through portraits of four thoughtful high school

teachers, the authors show how to create an environment for effective

learning and teaching in diverse classrooms, helping to answer

questions such as:• How can I honor students’ backgrounds and experiences to help

them become better writers?
• How can I teach in a culturally responsive way if I don’t share cultural

identities with my students?
• How can I move beyond a “heroes and holidays” approach to

culturally relevant pedagogy?
• How can I draw on what I already know about good writing

instruction to make my classes more culturally relevant?

• How can I create culturally responsive assessment of writing?

W R I T I N G I N T O D A Y ' S
C L A S S R O O M S
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This book isn’t about technology. It’s about the teaching practices that

technology enables.
Instead of focusing on where to point and click, this book addresses 

the ways in which teachers and students work together to navigate

continuous change and what it means to read, write, view, listen, and

communicate in the twenty-first century.
Based on Adolescent Literacy: An NCTE Policy Research Brief, Sara

Kajder (a nationally recognized expert on technology and literacy)

recognizes that students are reading and writing every day in their 

“real lives.” She offers solutions for connecting these activities with 

the literacy practices required by classroom curricula. 

Through extensive interviews and classroom experiences, Kajder offers

examples of both students and teachers who have successfully

integrated technology to enrich literacy learning. 

As part of the Principles in Practice imprint, Adolescents and Digital

Literacies: Learning Alongside Our Students offers critical consideration

of students’ in-school and out-of-school digital literacy practices in a

practical, friendly, and easily approachable manner. Sara Kajder is an assistant professor at Virginia Tech whose teaching 

is anchored in helping middle and high school students connect 

out-of-school with in-school literacies. Regardless of the tool(s), Kajder

focuses on how new literacies can affirm what students already bring 

to the classroom and how they can help to produce knowledge and put

that knowledge to work.Kajder is a recipient of the National Technology Leadership Fellowship.

This is her first book from NCTE.
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Let's face it: in this age of exploding literacies, all teachers of literature

should be teachers of reading. 
Reading is interpreting; interpreting is reading, which is why it's more

crucial than ever to ensure that our students are able to make meaning as

they read. But do we know how to integrate best practices in reading

instruction into our classrooms?
In Adolescent Literacy and the Teaching of Reading: Lessons for Teachers

of Literature, Deborah Appleman dismantles the traditional divide

between secondary teachers of literature and teachers of reading and

offers a variety of practical ways to teach reading within the context of

literature classrooms. As part of NCTE's Principles in Practice imprint, the

book draws on research-based understandings emerging from Adolescent

Literacy: An NCTE Policy Research Brief, woven together with practical

lessons that will enrich the reading experiences of all students. Using 

real-world examples from diverse secondary classrooms, Appleman helps

literature teachers find answers to the questions they have about teaching

reading:• How can I help students negotiate the complex texts they will

encounter both in and out of the classroom?

• What are the best ways to engage whole classes in a variety of texts,

both literary and nonliterary?

• What does it mean to be a struggling reader and how can I support

these students?
• How can I inspire and motivate the male readers in my classes?

Deborah Appleman is Hollis L. Caswell Professor and chair of educational

studies and director of the Summer Writing Program at Carleton College.

She taught high school English for nine years before receiving her

doctorate in 1986 from the University of Minnesota. At Carleton, she

teaches educational psychology, methods of literacy instruction, and

introduction to American studies. She regularly teaches in high schools

across the country.
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The Common Core State Standards call for students to read and comprehend

increasingly complex text as they move through middle and high school. While

this is a worthy goal, how will teachers know what kinds of text students are

ready for, or how to support students as they develop the necessary skills, habits,

and stances to grow as readers?This book in the Principles in Practice imprint is the result of the author’s own

efforts to bridge the gap between valuing reading and being able to respond

with appropriate instruction or evaluate growth in reading. Scott Filkins brings

us into his classroom and the classrooms of his colleagues to demonstrate how

high school teachers across the disciplines can engage in inquiry-based reading

assessment to support student learning. Based in the IRA–NCTE Standards for the

Assessment of Reading and Writing, Revised Edition, the classroom portraits

highlight the importance of incorporating genuinely formative assessment into

our instruction.
Filkins unpacks his own history with assessment through engaging “confessions”

of his early practices and eventual growth toward a framework that situates

reading assessment in an inquiry model. Throughout the book, he showcases his

colleagues’ attempts to use an inquiry framework, including the various tools

and documentation methods that help them inquire into their students’ habits

and thoughts as readers, use formative assessment to fuel the gradual release of

responsibility framework, and use reading assessment as a means of professional

reflection. Finally, Filkins challenges us to broaden the conversation about

assessment to a wider range of stakeholders and offers a vision of assessment as

an expression of care for the students in our charge.Scott Filkins has worked as an educator in the Champaign (Illinois) Unit 4 schools

in a variety of roles, including English teacher and department chair, reading

teacher, instructional coach, and curriculum coordinator for English language arts

and social studies, grades 6–12.
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“In this age of ‘accountability,’ teachers have been treated as targets of

assessment rather than agents of it; assessment is something that is done to

teachers, not something they do.”

And this state of affairs, argue Chris W. Gallagher and Eric D. Turley, must not

continue if we want our students to develop the skills that will enable them to

succeed in this brave new world of technological and global literacy. Teachers

do have a role in writing assessment, the authors suggest, and we have much

to gain if we move assessment to the center of our professional practice,

especially if we approach writing assessment through an inquiry framework

that allows us to collaborate with students, other teachers, and community

members to build our own assessment literacy, expertise, and leadership.

Based on the IRA–NCTE Standards for the Assessment of Reading and Writing,

Revised Edition, this book brings us inside teachers’ local contexts—classrooms,

schools, and communities—to illustrate how teachers are taking the reins of

writing assessment, guiding and improving the writing and literacy practices of

their students while simultaneously reflecting on and revising their own

instructional practices.
As part of NCTE’s Principles in Practice imprint, Our Better Judgment shows us

what is possible when teachers practice leadership in writing assessment and

challenges us to speak out about what our students really need.

Chris W. Gallagher is Writing Program director and professor of English at

Northeastern University in Boston. Eric D. Turley teaches English classes at

Kirkwood High School in Kirkwood, Missouri.
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As teachers, we live in a world of standards. From local administration

to national education policy, standards permeate every aspect of our

teaching lives. In Adolescent Literacy at Risk? The Impact of Standards, Rebecca Bowers

Sipe offers an in-depth look at the world of standards. Throughout the

book, she raises questions that are significant to teachers and

administrators who are concerned about the direction the standards

movement has taken: 
• What do we mean by standards?  

• Why are there so many standards for literacy and where do they

come from?
• How have standards come to be seen as a formula for curricula rather

than a platform for collaboration and planning?

In addition to her own stories, Sipe takes us into the world of classroom

teachers. These stories demonstrate how innovative educators are able

to remain true to best practices in adolescent literacy while working

within a standards-based framework. Questioning the ways in which

the standards movement has played out in classrooms, school districts,

and states, Sipe issues a call for thinking about standards differently.

She advocates for supporting and trusting teachers to find ways to

make standards support the best of what we do.  

As part of the Principles in Practice imprint, Adolescent Literacy at Risk?

situates itself in research-based understandings gleaned from

Adolescent Literacy: An NCTE Policy Research Brief and shows how

those understandings connect to the standards movement.

Rebecca Bowers Sipe is a former high school teacher, a facilitator of a

state standards project, and an English educator helping preservice and

practicing teachers learn to work innovatively within the standards

movement.
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