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Ernest Morrell of Teachers College Elected Vice President of NCTE

Members of the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) have elected Ernest Morrell as vice
president of the organization. His term will begin during the NCTE Annual Convention in Chicago, Illinois,
November 17-20, 2011, where NCTE will celebrate its 100th anniversary.

Morrell, professor of English education in the Arts and Humanities Department at Teachers College, is the
incoming director of the Teachers College Institute for Urban Minority Education (IUME) as well as a
nationally prominent scholar in literacy, critical pedagogy, cultural studies, urban education, and minority
education. Prior to joining the Teachers College faculty this year, he was a teacher educator at the
University of California at Los Angeles and Michigan State University and an English teacher in California.

His work with NCTE includes serving as a professional development consultant (K-12 media literacy,
literature instruction, hip-hop poetry, and culturally relevant pedagogy) and Web seminar leader
(“Powerful English: Innovative Practices in Diverse 21st Century Classrooms”) and as a former member
of the executive committee of the Conference on English Education, editorial board of Research in the
Teaching of English, and Standing Committee on Research.

“I am both excited and honored to be working with NCTE and the nation’s English teachers in this
important capacity,” Morrell says. “The K-16 teachers who form the core of this organization have the
power to shape policies and practices that will make powerful literacies more accessible to all of our
students. Nothing is more important to the goal of increasing democracy and equity in the 21st century
than having a citizenry that is literate, critically conscious, and self-actualized and no discipline is more
important to this development than English.”

In addition to more than 100 articles related to empowering literacy education, Morrell is the author of
Linking Literacy and Popular Culture; Becoming Critical Researchers: Literacy and Empowerment for
Urban Youth; The Art of Critical Pedagogy: The Possibilities of Moving from Theory to Practice in Urban
Schools; and Critical Literacy and Urban Youth.

Morrell will succeed Sandy Hayes, a teacher at Becker Middle School in Becker, Minnesota, who will
serve as president-elect for one year and will then serve a one-year term as president of the Council
beginning November 2012. Morrell will become president-elect in 2012 and will assume the presidency of
the Council during the November 2013 Annual Convention.

###

The National Council of Teachers of English, with 35,000 individual and institutional members worldwide,
is dedicated to improving the teaching and learning of English and the language arts at all levels of
education. See NCTE’s other national election results and learn about NCTE’s Centennial Celebration.


