
 
 
 

 
University of Arizona Professor Elected Next NCTE Vice President 

Kathy G. Short will begin her term in November 
 
Urbana, IL -- July 12, 2012 -- “NCTE has always been my professional home, the place where I replenish 
my spirit and focus as an educator,” Kathy Short says. “NCTE has taken a leadership role in the public 
debates about literacy and language in schools and universities. Through dialogue between the 
communities within NCTE as well as with other professional organizations and public groups, we can 
develop new possibilities and relationships to make literacy more accessible for all students. Our work 
together is rooted in the life shared by teachers and students in classrooms and in a shared goal of 
creating literate, critically-conscious global citizens.” 
 
Short teaches in the Language, Reading, and Culture program at the University of Arizona, Tucson, and 
works with graduate teaching assistants on a children’s literature course that is taken by preservice 
teachers in elementary and early childhood education. Currently director of World of Words, an initiative 
focused on encouraging thoughtful dialogue around children’s literature to build bridges across global 
cultures, Short serves on the Notable Books for a Global Society Award Committee as well as the 
editorial boards of Language Arts, Reading Research Quarterly, and Literary Research Association 
(NRC) Yearbook. 
 
The 2011 NCTE Outstanding Educator in the Language Arts has a long history with the National Council 
of Teachers of English. She has held positions on NCTE’s Executive Committee, Commission on 
Curriculum, and Study Group and Teleconference Project. The former elementary classroom teacher also 
served as chair of NCTE’s Elementary Section Steering Committee. 
 
Short will succeed Ernest Morrell, a professor of English education in the Arts and Humanities 
Department at Teachers College, as vice president beginning in November 2012. She will then serve as 
president-elect for one year and will assume the presidency of the Council during the November 2014 
Annual Convention.   
 

### 
 

The National Council of Teachers of English (http://www.ncte.org), with 35,000 individual and institutional 
members worldwide, is dedicated to improving the teaching and learning of English and the language arts 

at all levels of education. See NCTE’s other national election results 
(http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/elections). 
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