
 
 
 

 
University of Denver Professor Elected Next NCTE Vice President 

Doug Hesse will begin his term in November 
 
Urbana, IL – June 11, 2013 – “Having a leadership position in the National Council of Teachers of 
English is like being concertmaster in a symphony of literacy virtuosos,” Doug Hesse says. “Never have 
opportunities and demands for reading, writing, and thinking loomed larger, but I take great heart in our 
nation’s thousands of expert English teachers, pre-K through college. Our students need work-related 
skills, absolutely. But they also need broad literate abilities in a society where decisions are made, ideas 
are shaped, relationships are formed, and meanings are created through language. Really, what could be 
more rewarding than to help orchestrate this enterprise? NCTE teaches students, parents, citizens, and 
policymakers how people best develop the vital, full, and growing arts of language. I’m honored to be part 
of this.” 
 
Hesse is professor of English and founding executive director of the Writing Program at the University of 
Denver. He is coauthor of four books, including the Simon and Schuster Handbook for Writers and, most 
recently, Creating Nonfiction. He has presented more than 90 readings, talks, and conference papers, 
and has served as chair of the Executive Committee of the Modern Language Association Division on 
Teaching as a Profession, president of the Council of Writing Program Administrators, and editor of WPA: 
Writing Program Administration. 
 
Currently coordinator of the Norman Mailer/NCTE National High School and College Writing Awards in 
Creative Nonfiction, Hesse helped to develop NCTE’s National Day on Writing (held on October 20 of 
each year) and is a former chair of the Conference on College Composition and Communication (CCCC), 
a constituent group within NCTE. He previously taught at Illinois State University, where he directed the 
Honors Program, the Center for the Advancement of Teaching, the Graduate Program in English Studies, 
and the Writing Program. 
 
Hesse will succeed Kathy Short, a professor in the program of Language, Reading, and Culture at the 
University of Arizona, as vice president beginning in November 2013. He will then serve as president-
elect for one year and will assume the presidency of the Council during the November 2015 Annual 
Convention.   
 

### 
 

The National Council of Teachers of English (http://www.ncte.org), with 35,000 individual and institutional 
members worldwide, is dedicated to improving the teaching and learning of English and the language arts 

at all levels of education. See NCTE’s other national election results 
(http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/elections). 
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