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US Senate Endorses National Day on Writing on October 20, 2011 

 
URBANA, IL -- Recognizing how important writing is to our everyday lives, in 2009 the National Council of Teachers of 
English (NCTE) established the National Day on Writing.  Then and each year since, the US Senate has passed a 
resolution declaring October 20 the National Day on Writing.  Yesterday, the Senate once again emphasized the 
importance of writing to the nation by passing S.Res.298. 

On October 20, thousands of writers across the nation will celebrate writing . . . by writing.  They’ll use chalk, computers, 
pencils, video cameras, pens, cell phones, markers, and voice recorders.  They’ll compose stories, text friends, write 
reports, draw pictures, plan dissertation defenses, write poems, blog, start those novels they’ve been thinking about, 
Facebook, and write letters home. Many will tweet to the hashtags #whyiwrite and #dayonwriting. 

Arguably we are now exposed to more writing than ever before. “People have always had the impulse to write,” notes 
Kathleen Blake Yancey, a past president of NCTE.  She adds that now, however, writing is “exploding” and taking on a 
new social dimension. 

In addition to the writing they'll do on October 20, many writers will post what they’ve written in the National Gallery of 
Writing, which currently boasts over 31,000 pieces published in 3,230 galleries.  The first of its kind, the National Gallery, 
featuring an NCTE Gallery, 23 partner galleries, and 3,206 local galleries, will give the nation the opportunity to view 
writing from people of all ages and from all parts of the country.  Viewers of the gallery will see an array of compositions 
that matter to their authors: personal writings, graphic representations, samples of work writings, videos, scrap writing, 
podcasts, and more. 

What will you write to celebrate the National Day on Writing? 
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The National Council of Teachers of English, with 35,000 individual and institutional members worldwide, 

is dedicated to improving the teaching and learning of English and the language arts at all levels of education. 
  

 

  

  


