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SHORT BIO

Frank W. Baker is a graduate of the University of Georgia (ABJ, Journalism). He worked

in television news from 1977 to 1986, at stations in South Carolina, Maryland and Florida.
In 1987, he joined the Orange County (Orlando, FL) Public School System as an
administrator in the areas of Instructional TV/Distance Education. While there, he
collaborated with both Time Warner Cable and The Orlando Sentinel (NIE) to bring media
literacy education to teachers and students in the nation’s 16th largest school district. (See
1995 article from Orlando Sentinel; 1996 article from Cable In The Classroom

magazine.) Upon returning to South Carolina in 1997, he taught a college level media
literacy course for educators and developed a nationally recognized media literacy resource
website. His 1999 content analysis of all 50 state's teaching standards revealed that almost
all states standards include "elements of media literacy." He is past president of the
National Association for Media Literacy Education (formerly The Alliance For A Media Literate
America) and past vice-president of the National Telemedia Council (NTC). He is a frequent
presenter at schools and conferences across the United States. He has presented at the
national conferences of the International Reading Association, The National Middle Schools
Assn., and the National Council of Teachers of English. Frank worked for South Carolina ETV
(PBS network), from February 1998-mid June 2003. He has assisted the SC State
Department of Education's English Language Arts team in revising the state teaching
standards to include elements of media literacy. Portions of his film study guide to the
classic "To Kill A Mockingbird" have been published in Australian SCREEN EDUCATION. He
serves on the National Council for Teachers of English "Commission on Media." His first
book, "Coming Distractions: Questioning Movies," was published in January 2007 by
Capstone Press. In June 2007, Frank's work was recognized by National PTA

and the National Cable TV Assn. with the national "Leaders In Learning" award. He
contributed a lesson plan to the new NCTE text: Lesson Plans for Creating Media-Rich
Classrooms His second book,"Political Campaigns & Political Advertising: A Media Literacy
Guide" will be published this fall by Greenwood Press. Currently, he is an educational
consultant.

PUBLICATIONS

Lights, Camera ... Debate, Cable In The Classroom, September 2008

That's News to Me (Media Smart Tips, Cable in The Classroom, February 2008)

Don't let them take ad-vantage (December 2007)

Profile (Cable in The Classroom, October 2007)

The New-Media Election (Media Smart Tips, Cable in The Classroom, October 2007)

Summer Lesson Plans (Media Smart Tips, Cable in the Classroom, June 2007)

Preventing Obesity in Our Kids (Common Sense Media, March 2007)



http://www.frankwbaker.com/frank_teaching.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/media_savvy_kids.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/cic.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/testimonials.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/state_lit.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/presentations.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/capstone_media_literacy.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/cic_leaders_07.htm
http://www.loc.gov/catdir/toc/ecip0720/2007024263.html
http://www.loc.gov/catdir/toc/ecip0720/2007024263.html
http://www.frankwbaker.com/pol_book.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/pol_book.htm
http://www.ciconline.org/c/document_library/get_file?folderId=115&name=CIC0908LightCameraDebate.pdf
http://www.ciconline.org/c/document_library/get_file?folderId=107&name=CIC0208MediaSmart.pdf
http://www.frankwbaker.com/ft_mill_toyads.htm
http://www.ciconline.org/web/archive/home?p_p_id=20&p_p_action=1&p_p_state=exclusive&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=&p_p_col_pos=0&p_p_col_count=0&_20_struts_action=%2Fdocument_library%2Fget_file&_20_folderId=102&_20_name=CIC1007LILProfile.pdf
http://www.ciconline.org/c/document_library/get_file?folderId=102&name=CIC1007MediaSmart.pdf
http://www.ciconline.org/c/document_library/get_file?folderId=97&name=CIC0607MediaSmart.pdf
http://www.commonsenseblog.org/archives/2007/03/preventing_obes.php

Coming Distractions: Questioning Movies (Capstone Press, 2007)

It’s All About Questions Media Smart Tips Resources for Library Media Specialists:
(Cable In The Classroom, March 2007)

Toy Advertising Media Smart Tips Resources For Library Media Specialists:
(Cable In The Classroom, December 2006)

Media Literacy: SC School Improvement Council newsletter

Media Literacy: Using Photos In The ELA Classroom, Ohio Media Spectrum, Fall 2006

Book Review: "teachingmedialiteracy.com" Journal of Media Literacy (Telemedium),
November 2006

Focus On Film: Learning It Through The Movies, Middle Ground NMSA, Oct. 2006
(co-authored with Dr. David Considine) (unabridged version in JML- Telemedium, November
2006)

Media Smart Tips Resources For Library Media Specialists: Media & Politics 2006
(Cable in The Classroom, September 2006)

Get ready, Ohioans: Campaign-ad barrage will be ferocious
(Columbus Dispatch Editorial, August 2006)

Media Literacy (column in OELMA Spectrum, late summer 2006)

Mediating Media Exposure for Healthy Happy Kids
(Jan. 12, 2006 Common Sense Media newsletter)

Where's Media Literacy? (October 2005, Threshold)

Media Literacy: One of the 21st Century Skills Your Students Need
(Palmetto Administrator, Fall 2005)

The fourth installment "To Kill A Mockingbird" film study guide Australian Screen Education,
Issue 38, Autumn 2005

The Changing World of News & Opportunities for Media Literacy
(Ohio Media Spectrum, Spring/Summer 2005)

Incorporating Media Literacy In the English Classroom
(Florida English Journal, Spring/Summer 2005)

Part three To Kill A Mockingbird film study guide Australian Screen Education, Issue 37,
Summer 2005

Media Literacy: One of the New Literacy Skills for the 21 Century
(Ohio Media Spectrum, Autumn 2004)

Changing Face of Media In the 21st Century; Beyond Our Borders
Telemedium, Fall 2004: Tuning Into Democracy: Citizenship, Media & Media Literacy

Keeping Current : Media Literacy, School Library Media Activities Monthly, September 2004
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http://www.frankwbaker.com/capstone_media_literacy.htm
http://www.ciconline.org/c/document_library/get_file?folderId=93&name=CIC0307MediaSmart.pdf
http://www.ciconline.org/NR/rdonlyres/e6dtmleacz5ggge3kovbjigh4hqxlnox2wzdmgcpa2fuenho2tglsaqvq6p3cct5krcpmxdarepv6m/CIC1206MediaSmart.pdf
http://www.ed.sc.edu/sic/December2006Newsletter.pdf
http://www.nmsa.org/Publications/MiddleGround/Articles/October2006/Article1/tabid/1061/Default.aspx
http://www.frankwbaker.com/JMLFilm.pdf
http://www.ciconline.org/NR/rdonlyres/ejyon6nd3m5ai3236pdhqflbihz56y4lknzwutw27b7gtww6hp3ktsuk6rbhl6hmfrnljxhcgcc32l/CIC0906MediaSmartTips.pdf
http://www.frankwbaker.com/columbus_oh_oped.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/spectrumFall06article.htm
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/parent_tips/commonsense_view/index.php?id=113
http://www.ciconline.org/NR/rdonlyres/ek47yu7h4subzpf627lhjstsr7pvngjj32xx7u2tmdbmn4kn5vntxk2uqepb34yncanzpnosnzinte/THWin06MediaLiteracy.pdf
http://www.frankwbaker.com/scasamedia.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/tkam.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/Spectrum2.htm
http://medialit.med.sc.edu/Spectrum2.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/FEJ.pdf
http://www.frankwbaker.com/tkam.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/spectrum.pdf
http://www.frankwbaker.com/changing.pdf
http://www.frankwbaker.com/SCMRevised.pdf

Second installment "To Kill A Mockingbird" film study guide Australian Screen Education,
Issue 36, Spring 2004

First installment "To Kill A Mockingbird" film study guide Australian SCREEN EDUCATION
magazine (Winter, Issue #35)

"Using The Media To Turn Kids On to Learning,"”
Spring 2004, SC Middle School Association Journal

Is There A Place for Media Literacy in Tobacco Prevention Efforts?
Visions/Revisions: Moving Forward With Media Education, NTC, 2004

"Media Literacy: Yes, It Fits In Math & Science Classrooms,” ENC Focus, 2001

"Has Media Education Found A Curriculum Foothold?"
(co-author with Dr. Robert Kubey) Education Week, October 1999

Media savvy kids are goal of this video program, Orlando Sentinel, October 22, 1996

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS & PUBLICATIONS
-In 1996, I was awarded "Outstanding Achievement by an Individual in K-12 Education" by
the United States Distance Learning Association.

-In October 1996, I was interviewed for the national PBS teleconference/documentary "
Media Literacy: The New Basic," part of the On Television Project series. (view clip here)

Since returning to South Carolina in 1997, I have been a frequent presenter on the topic of
media literacy. I served on the Governor’s Maternal Infant Child Health Council (MICH)
Substance Abuse committee from 1998-2001. I have presented at the SC Prevention
Professionals Conference; SC Public Health Conference; SC Department

of Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Services’ Prevention 101 training; South Carolina
Department of Education’s Safe Schools Conference, among many others.

- In 1998, I collaborated with the late Dr. Peter N Johnson (USC School of Medicine) to
create The Media Literacy Clearinghouse web site a collection of articles, background and
lesson plans designed to assist K-12 educators and parents in understanding the role of
media, creating an awareness of the importance of media literacy; and ensuring that
educators know where it fits in their state’s standards.

-In Fall 1999, I co-taught with Dr. Johnson a "Media Literacy For Teachers," (EDUC R635)
graduate level course at the University of South Carolina.

-In 1999, as Vice-President of the Partnership for Media Education (PME), I chaired the
National Media Education Conference (NMEC) in St. Paul, Minnesota.

-In 2000, I was elected President of PME as it transitioned into a new organization:
The Alliance For A Media Literate America (AMLA).

-In June 2000, I received a fellowship to participate in the Annenberg Public Policy Center's
5th Annual Conference on Children and the Media in Washington DC.

-In the summer of 2000, I was a reviewer for the Cable TV Industry produced curriculum
"View Smart to Vote Smart"
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http://www.frankwbaker.com/tkam.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/tkam.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/usingthemedia.htm
http://www.enc.org/topics/realworld/literacy/document.shtm?input=FOC-002081-index
http://www.frankwbaker.com/edweek.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/media_savvy_kids.htm
http://www.usdla.org/
http://members.aol.com/ontelweb/newbasic.ram
http://www.frankwbaker.com/presentations.htm
http://www.amlainfo.org/home/conferences-and-events/past-national-conferences/pre-2001-activities
http://www.nmec.org/
http://www.ciconline.com/NR/rdonlyres/e4ijgossmngmcllqicl3bbwtfhgp7cjjjxbzji67j4qakeqtgtj3suyu5g4lpl7s4ock7xnsusriat2tplvxby6g6ta/ViewSmart.pdf

-In 2001, I joined the board of the National Telemedia Council, the nation’s oldest
continuously operating media literacy organization, and served as webmaster until 2004.

-In July 2002, I received a fellowship to participate in the 6th annual Harvard Media and
American Democracy Institute in Boston.

-In May 2003, I was the United States representative on an international panel on media
education and the news media at the annual Association of Media, Technology and
Education in Canada (AMTEC) conference in Montreal.

-January 2004 issue of Cable In the Classroom's ACCESS LEARNING magazine features
several quotes from me.

-In July & September 2004, I participated in the SC State Department of Education's
English/Language Arts curriculum writing team, which elaborated on the Communication:
Viewing standards created in 2002.

I agreed to serve on the advisory panel for CavPlex, the new magnet convergence/media
program, starting at Richland Northeast High School (Columbia SC) during the 2005-2006
school year.

-In March 2005, I was named a finalist in the Cable television industry's national "Leaders in
Learning Award" in the media literacy category.

-In May 2005, I began contributing a regular column to the S.C. State Department of
Education's Literacy Links e-newsletter.

-In the fall 2005, I accepted a three year term to the National Council of Teachers of
English's Commission on Media.

-In August 2006, I began contributing to the South Carolina Assn of School Librarians
newsletter Media Messenger.

-In September 2006, I agreed to serve on the National Advisory Council (NAC) for the
University of South Carolina's School of Library & Information Sciences (SLIS), and donated
a large number of media texts for loan to educators.

-In January 2007, co-taught "Technology & Learning In The 21st Century," --a pilot
information/media literacy course, with SDE Library Media specialist Martha Alewine.

-In February 2007, I joined the National Council of Teachers of English consultants.

-In March 2007, I was named a finalist in the Cable television industry's national "Leaders in

Learning Award" in the media literacy category.
-October 2007, I began blogging for the NCTE Assembly on Media Arts.

-In April 2008, I was featured in "Why We Smoke", a documentary made by University of
SC media arts students.

-In June 2008, I was invited to be on the advisory committee for The News Literacy Project.

-In July 2008, I created a podcast about politics and the media, for NCTE's new Pathways to
21st Century Literacies curriculum. I also wrote a TV viewer's guide for the national PBS
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http://www.nationaltelemediacouncil.org/
http://www.ciconline.org/NR/rdonlyres/eeyxw66ketxq4l5gvsub4lslxkmmpsak4qa2pg6hytbyobl6vgxfdteypaass63c543bw5h5ifrpemho7lnbmrvr6ta/AL_01-04-Standard_Procedures.pdf
http://www.richland2.org/rnh/convergence/
http://www.frankwbaker.com/cic_award.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/cic_award.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/lit_links.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/scasl_mm.htm
http://www.libsci.sc.edu/
http://www.libsci.sc.edu/ccbl/fbcollect.htm
http://literacyinthe21stcentury.blogspot.com/
http://www.ncte.org/profdev/onsite/consultants/baker/
http://www.ciconline.org/cicnews?p_p_id=62_INSTANCE_cR2x&p_p_action=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-2&p_p_col_pos=3&p_p_col_count=4&_62_INSTANCE_cR2x_struts_action=/journal_articles/view&_62_INSTANCE_cR2x_and_operator=true&_62_INS
http://www.ciconline.org/cicnews?p_p_id=62_INSTANCE_cR2x&p_p_action=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-2&p_p_col_pos=3&p_p_col_count=4&_62_INSTANCE_cR2x_struts_action=/journal_articles/view&_62_INSTANCE_cR2x_and_operator=true&_62_INS
http://fbaker.easyjournal.com/
http://www.cas.sc.edu/art/WhyWeSmoke/index.html

broadcast of "Documenting The Face of America." (August 18, 2008)

Forthcoming

Teaching With And About WALL-E
(September 2008, AUSTRALIAN SCREEN EDUCATION)

"Political Campaigns And Political Advertising- A Media Literacy Guide"
(Greenwood Press, November 2008)

Chapter on Media Literacy in "A New Essential Curriculum for the 21st Century"
Publisher: ASCD, Winter 2009


http://www.documentingamerica.org/Home.html

