
Standing Committee Against Censorship 
 
Charge: To solicit and receive reports of censorship incidents from NCTE members, constituent groups, and sources 
outside the Council; to serve as a resource on current patterns of censorship; supporting the anti-censorship service 
office at headquarters; to develop written guidelines for students' Right to Write, including advice for schools 
dealing with situations in which student writing is taken as threatening to the safety of other students, where 
freedom of expression must be weighed against individual or school security; to develop a written position on 
whether the narrowing of the curriculum that occurs in response to high-stakes testing can be understood as 
censorship. Such a position may be related to your Right to Write work, but it may also warrant a separate 
statement; and to develop a written position on whether the restriction of student language to English may be an 
act of censorship, and whether schools in which students speak multiple languages but where only English is 
evident in print materials is an instance of censorship. 
 
What major actions or projects have been completed by your group pursuant to your charge since July 1, 2012?  
 
This has been a very active committee. The members divided into sub-committees to work on specific charges and 
tasks and have completed the following.  
 

 A resolution on “English Only” re-titled “Resolution on Policy Control of Curriculum Materials that 
Increase the Voice of the Dominant Culture and Silence Minority Voices”  
 

 A policy statement on the “Red-flagging” of books – posted on website  
 

 Active participation in the 2012 convention with two sessions and a majority of members attending the 
SCAC annual meeting 
 

 Submission of two guaranteed sessions for the 2013 convention as well as an additional session on 
censorship 
 

 Review of the Intellectual Freedom Award applicants and selection of a recipient and honorable mention  
 

 Communication via email as well as via conference calls for entire group and for subcommittees.  
 

 A radio interview for Banned Books week organized by Millie Davis  
 
What projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? 
 

 Guidelines for “Students’ Right to Write” to correlate with “Students’ Right to Read”  

 Examination of current resolution on exemplar texts associated with Common Core with possible revision  

 Chair of committee to review NCTE position statements as per invitation from Sandy Hayes  

 Evaluation and revision of Anti-Censorship website 

 Alignment of ALAN’s anti-censorship efforts with NCTE’s  
 
Strategic Governance and Council Initiatives: Over the past few years, NCTE has established the National Center 
for Literacy Education (NCLE) to advance collaboration and inquiry among educators teaching literacy in all 
disciplines. Through the strategic governance process the Executive Committee has also established goals and 
priorities relating to these key topics in our field: Teacher Evaluation and  Performance Assessment of Teacher and 
Student Learning, among others.  
 
How do you see the work of your group contributing to or benefiting from these initiatives? 
 
The Standing Committee Against Censorship stands ready to explain, defend, and support literacy initiatives from 
NCLE, especially as they relate to intellectual freedom and students’ rights to read, write, and discuss freely in all 
disciplines.  
 

http://www.ncte.org/action/anti-censorship
http://www.literacyinlearningexchange.org/
http://www.literacyinlearningexchange.org/
http://www.ncte.org/governance/teacheval


The committee often receives reports of reprimands (or dismissal) of teachers who oppose censorship. The 
Teacher Evaluation and Performance Assessment of Teacher and Student Learning might address this concern.  
 
What additional information do you need about these topics or initiatives? 
 
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/censorshipcom  
 
ReLeah Lent, Chair 
 

http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/censorshipcom

