Ask your mayor, county or town officials, governor, or legislators to proclaim October 20, 2009, as the National Day on Writing. 
1. Edit the sample proclamation below to insert the name of your gallery and the name, office, and locality of the local official you’d like to make the proclamation. 
2. Research the appropriate official or staff member to contact. Pick an official who has been a supporter of education, writing, or the objectives of the members of your gallery. 
3. Call the main office for the official. Ask to speak to the staff member in charge of handling the

official’s proclamations.

Introduce the National Day on Writing and your group’s participation in the National Gallery of Writing, giving  the details about your activities. Include how your activities are relevant to the community and the importance of the official’s contribution to the cause. Also convey that you are grateful and honored if they can participate by signing a proclamation. Be kind and concise.
4. Pass along the sample proclamation to the appropriate person in the office of the official you’d like to make the proclamation.
5. Follow up if you don’t hear back.

6. Be sure to write a thank-you note to elected officials after receiving the proclamation.
7. Let NCTE know you’ve received a proclamation: public_info@ncte.org 
8. Publicize the proclamation: send copies to your local newspapers with a news release announcing that the local official has signed the proclamation.
9. Have someone read the proclamation at your National Day on Writing event and have the proclamation on display.
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MODEL PROCLAMATION- Just copy and paste into your word processor and in insert the appropriate information in the highlighted sections, removing the highlighting.
Proclamation Recognizing and Supporting the National Day on Writing
Whereas people in the 21st century write more than ever before for personal, professional, and civic purposes; 

Whereas the social nature of writing invites people in every walk of life, in every kind of work, and at every age, profession, and walk of life to create meaning through composing; 

Whereas more and more people in all occupations consider writing to be essential and influential in their work; 

Whereas newly developing digital technologies expand the possibilities for composing in multiple media at a faster pace than ever before; 

Whereas young people using forms of digital media are leading the way in new forms of composing; 

Whereas even proficient writers continue to learn how to write for different purposes, audiences, and occasions throughout their lifetimes; 

Whereas effective communication contributes to building a global economy and a global community; 

Whereas the National Council of Teachers of English, in conjunction with its many national and local partners, [including NAME OF LOCAL GALLERY], celebrates the importance of writing through the designation of a National Day on Writing, which will occur this year on October 20, 2009; 

Whereas the National Day on Writing celebrates the foundational place of writing in Americans' personal, professional, and civic lives and emphasizes the importance of writing instruction and practice at every grade level and in every subject area from preschool through post-graduate education; 

Whereas the National Day on Writing emphasizes the lifelong process of learning to write and compose for different audiences, purposes, and occasions;

Whereas the National Day on Writing honors the use of the full range of media for composing, from traditional tools like print, audio, and video, to Web 2.0 tools like blogs, wikis, and podcasts;

Whereas the National Council of Teachers of English maintains a National Gallery of Writing, which contains examples of writing by individuals from throughout the United States; and 

Whereas the National Day on Writing encourages all Americans to write and to enjoy and learn from the writing of others: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That [NAME OF ELECTED OFFICIAL AND/OR LOCALITY]--

(1) supports the National Day on Writing;

(2) strongly affirms the purposes of the National Day on Writing and encourages participation in the National Gallery of Writing as an exemplary living archive of the centrality of writing in the lives of Americans; and

(3) encourages local educational institutions and civic organizations--

(A) to publicize and promote the National Day on Writing;

(B) to celebrate the writing of their students and employees through the submission of compositions to the National Gallery of Writing; and

(C) to support the efforts of community members, including businesses and civic associations, to submit compositions to the National Gallery of Writing.

