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The Common Core State Standards:
Issues and Challenges

Sunday, February 26, 2012

7:00 p.m. Eastern

Before we begin please:

Configure microphone and speakers:

Tools Audio Audio Setup Wizard…

Presenters:

Bess Altwerger is Co-founder of Save Our Schools March and National
Call to Action; winner of the WLU Lifetime Member Award; and co-
author of Rereading Fluency.

Joanne Yatvin Joanne is Past President of NCTE; former teacher,
elementary principal, and district superintendent, and author of three
books for teachers.

Sarah Bentley is a first grade teacher in the Chicago area. She is
articulate about her practice and dedicated to her students’ success as
thinkers, learners, readers, and writers.

The Common Core State Standards:
Issues and Challenges

2/26/2012
Dr. Bess Altwerger , Presenter #1

CCSS: Common Claims

• The Common Core Standard Initiative grew out of a
groundswell of concern from “the states” that students
are not college and career ready.

• CCSS are necessary to prepare graduates to compete
with students from around the world.

• Internationally benchmarked, the CCSS puts us in league
with other high performing countries that have national
standards.

• Teachers decide how to best help all their students reach
these outcomes.

What Was Behind the
Common Core State Standards Initiative?

The story of the CCSS did not begin with concerned
educators or the American public.

It began with politicians, corporate executives and
powerful foundations:

• National Council on Education and Economy
(NCEE)

• America’s Choice

• Achieve

• Pearson

NCEE
National Center for Economics and the

Economy

“The National Center on Education and the
Economy was created in 1988 to analyze the
implications of changes in the international
economy for American education, formulate an
agenda for American education based on that
analysis and seek wherever possible to accomplish
that agenda through policy change and
development of the resources educators would
need to carry it out.”

http://www.skillscommission.org
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Who is on the NCEE?

• Alan L. Wurtzel
• Annie E. Casey Foundation
• Apple Computer, Inc.
• Carnegie Corporation of New

York
• Circuit City Foundation
• David Rockefeller/David

Rockefeller, Jr. Trust
• DeWitt Wallace-Reader’s

Digest Fund
• Eastman Kodak Company
• Ford Motor Company Fund

• Gannett Foundation
• GTE Foundation
• Holland Associates
• Jewel-Osco
• John D. and Catherine T.

Mac Arthur Foundation
• Lilly Endowment, Inc.
• Lumina Foundation for

Education
• Melville Corporation
• New American Schools

Who else is on NCEE?

• New Schools Venture Fund
• Rockefeller Brothers Fund
• Sam M. and Helen R. Walton

Foundation
• SJS, Inc.
• Target Stores
• The Abell Foundation
• The Bill and Melinda Gates

Foundation
• The Boeing Company
• The Broad Foundation
• The Danforth Foundation
• The German Marshall Fund of

the United States

• The Leon Foundation
• The Pew Charitable Trusts
• The Stupski Foundation
• Union Carbide Corporation
• The Union Carbide

Foundation, Inc.
• Verizon Foundation
• Walmart Foundation
• Walton Enterprises
• William and Flora Hewlett

Foundation
• Xerox Corporation

NCEE and National Policy

NCEE created the Commission on the Skills of the
American Workforce. The Commission’s report,
America’s Choice: high skills or low wages! was
released the following year.

“Over the ensuing decade, almost the entire agenda
advanced in the report was enacted into legislation
by the Congress and signed into law by the President,
and many states also enacted policies designed to
support the recommendations made at that level.”

http://www.ncee.org/about-ncee/history-of-ncee/

NCEE Partners

• The Annie E. Casey Foundation

• Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

• Lumina Foundation for Education
(Lumina Foundation for Education, an Indianapolis-based,
private, independent foundation, strives to help people
achieve their potential by expanding access and success in
education beyond high school.)

• The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation

NCEE and the Standards Movement

February 17th, 2010

In today’s announcement from Washington, NCEE
President Marc Tucker announced that Connecticut,
Kentucky, Maine, New Hampshire, New Mexico,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island and Vermont will work with
NCEE through a grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation to improve the performance of high school
students in these eight states by adopting powerful
instructional systems that actually set the
international standards.

http://www.skillscommission.org/?p=603

NCEE

America’s Choice
•America’s Choice began as a program of the National Center
on Education and the Economy (NCEE)

•In the autumn of 2004, America’s Choice was reorganized as
a for-profit subsidiary of NCEE.

•“Since its founding in 1988, NCEE has been a leader of the
educational standards movement in the U.S., and the
America’s Choice program has become a premier provider of
comprehensive school and instructional design services,
technical assistance and teacher professional development. ”

http://www.ncee.org/



3/6/2012

3

NCEE /America’s Choice
and CCSS

MARC TUCKER, President, National Center on Education and
the Economy

 Member of the English Language Arts Feedback Team

PHIL DARO, Senior Fellow, America's Choice

 Chair, Mathematics College and Career Readiness
Standards Work Group; Writing Team, Mathematics K-
12 Common Core Standards Committee

SALLY HAMPTON, Senior Fellow, America's Choice

 Chair, ELA College and Career Readiness Standards
Work Group; Member, ELA K-12 Common Core
Standards Committee

America’s Choice Programs

Literacy Navigator:
A modular supplementary intervention that helps students develop the
reading comprehension skills they need to navigate the texts used in their
content-area courses and measured by high-stakes reading assessments.

Ramp-Up to Literacy
A comprehensive instructional system that accelerates the learning of
students who enter middle or high school two or more years behind in
literacy Ramp-Up gives students a real opportunity not only to master the
basics of reading, but to leap forward to the college preparation
curriculum.

Writing Aviator
A carefully sequenced, coherent K–10 instructional system that
strengthens writing effectiveness and fluency for students working on
grade level.

PEARSON AND AMERICA’S CHOICE
ANNOUNCE ACQUISITION AGREEMENT

COMPANIES WILL EXTEND REACH OF RESEARCH-BASED,
INNOVATIVE SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT SOLUTIONS

August 3, 2010, WASHINGTON -- Pearson, the world’s
leading education company, today signed a letter of
agreement to acquire America’s Choice, a leading
innovator in research-based strategies to help schools,
districts, and states dramatically improve student
achievement. Pearson’s extraordinary resources and
technological expertise will facilitate the adaptation and
reach of America’s Choice’s comprehensive and proven
school improvement model to a global community of
educators and students.

http://www.americaschoice.org/pearsonacquisition

ACHIEVE

• “At the 1996 National Education Summit a bipartisan
group of governors and corporate leaders decided to
create and lead an organization dedicated to
supporting standards-based education reform
efforts across the states. To do so, they formed
Achieve as an independent, bi-partisan, non-profit
education reform organization. “

• “To this day, Achieve remains the only education
reform organization led by a Board of Directors of
governors and business leaders.”

http://www.achieve.org/about-achieve

ACHIEVE

2005 National Education Summit on High Schools

“The 2005 National Education Summit on High Schools
was hosted by Achieve and the National Governors’
Association. Forty-five governors, CEOs from some of
the nation's largest businesses, and leading K–12 and
postsecondary education leaders took part in the
Summit to address one of the nation's most significant
challenges: fixing a U.S. education pipeline that is
leaking students at an alarming rate. "Improving high
schools one school or one state at a time is not moving
fast enough,” cautioned Arthur F. Ryan, then chairman
and CEO of Prudential Financial and Achieve's co-
chair.” http://www.achieve.org/Summits

ACHIEVE and CCSS Initiative

“In 2009, 48 states, 2 territories and the District of
Columbia signed a memorandum of agreement with
the National Governors Association (NGA) and
Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO),
committing to a state-led process – the Common
Core State Standards Initiative (CCSSI). Achieve
partnered with NGA and CCSSO on the Initiative
and a number of Achieve staff and consultants
served on the writing and review teams.”

http://www.achieve.org/common-core-state-standards
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Who Funds ACHIEVE?
• The Battelle Foundation
• Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
• The Boeing Company
• Brookhill Foundation
• Carnegie Corp. of New York
• The GE Foundation
• IBM Corp.
• Intel Foundation
• JP Morgan Chase Foundation
• Lumina
• Nationwide
• Noyce Foundation
• The Prudential Foundation
• State Farm Insurance Companies
• The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation

ACHIEVE Members of CCSS Teams

Achieve members of the K-12 Standards Development Teams:

• Laura McGiffert Slover, Vice President, Content and Policy
Research, Achieve

• William McCallum Lead, Mathematics, Department of
Mathematics,The University of Arizona, Senior Consultant to
Achieve

• JoAnne T. Eresh, Senior Associate for English Language Arts,
Achieve

• Susan Pimentel Lead, English Language Arts, Senior Consultant
to Achieve

ACHIEVE and PARCC

• Achieve organized PARCC Consortium Awarded
Race to the Top Assessment Funds

• State Partnership will Create Next Generation
Common Assessment System to Prepare All
Students for College and Careers

• The proposed assessment system will be
computer-based and will measure student
progress at key times during the school year,
rather than on one test at the end…

Who chose who?

“PARCC selected Achieve to play a key role in
coordinating the work of the Partnership,
leveraging the organization’s deep experience in
developing educational standards, including
helping develop the Common Core State
Standards, and its experience leading multi-state
assessment development efforts anchored in
college- and career-ready goals.”

http://www.achieve.org/parcc-consortium-awarded-race-top-
assessment-funds

And the winner is….
PEARSON!!

“No company has more depth and breadth of
expertise surrounding the Common Core State
Standards Initiative than Pearson. Our close
association with key authors and architects of the
CCSS—including Karen Wixson, Skip Fennell, Phil
Daro, and Sally Hampton, among others—
ensures that the spirit and pedagogical approach
of the initiative is embodied in our educational
materials and assessments.”

http://commoncore.pearsoned.com/index.cfm?locator=PS11Uf

PEARSON and CCSS

• Professional Development

• Pre K-12 Literacy Curriculum

• Pre K-12 Math Curriculum

• Next Generation Assessments

• School Improvement Planning

• Mobile Solutions
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PEARSON

Data Systems and Solutions

“As administrators adopt common core standards,
integrating technology systems such as those for
asset management, student information, and
longitudinal data will be essential. Pearson
develops data-driven learning systems that
connect all parties, providing information and
tools to make meaningful comparisons, integrate
early childhood to college and workplace
readiness, and enable seamless transitions.”

http://commoncore.pearsoned.com/index.cfm?locator=PS11Uf

PEARSON

Formative and Interim Assessments

“Pearson formative Common Core assessments can
help monitor student progress throughout the school
year, providing critical information on how, when, and
where to target remediation and instruction
throughout the transition. With this data, educators
gain a complete picture of student improvement and
personalize the learning experience to increase positive
student outcomes.”

http://commoncore.pearsoned.com/index.cfm?locator=PS11Uf

PEARSON

Literacy Solutions—Unmatched Rigor

“Pearson reading and literature programs are built to
help teachers easily implement the Common Core
State standards on text complexity and reading
complex informational texts, persuasive and
informational writing, and personalized learning. A
strong vocabulary emphasis facilitates the deep
understanding critical for literacy success up through
the grades and into the world of college and career.”

http://commoncore.pearsoned.com/index.cfm?locator=PS11Uf

Pearson Products

• Waterford Early Learning® Common Core
Grade PreK

• Opening the World of Learning
Grade PreK

• Scott Foresman Reading Street™ Common Core
Grades K–6

• Good Habits Great Readers
Grades K–5

• Good Habits, Great Readers™ Common Core Edition ©2012
• Words Their Way

Grades K–5
• Words Their Way is a foundational program that helps students develop those

foundational skills targeted in the Common Core State Standards (CCSS).
• Writing Coach

Grades 6–12
• Aligned to the Common Core Writing Standards that focuses on the three

types of writing: argumentative, informative/explanatory, and narrative

http://commoncore.pearsoned.com/index.cfm?locator=PS11Uf

Will teachers decide how to best help
all their students reach the outcomes?

Curriculum Mapping Project

“A project funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, the research-based Curriculum
Maps present a comprehensive, coherent
sequence of thematic curriculum units
connecting the skills outlined in the CCSS with
suggested student objectives, texts,
activities, and much more.”

http://commoncore.org/pressrelease-07.php

Presenter: Joanne Yatvin
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Sample ELA Standards for Elementary Grades

Reading Literature or Informational Text

Writing

Speaking and Listening

Language

Sample ELA Standards for Elementary Grades

Reading Literature or Informational Text

Gr 1: Know and use various text features (e.g., headings, tables of
contents, glossaries, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or
information in a text.

Gr 3: Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from
diverse cultures; determine the central message, lesson, or moral
and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text.

Gr 5: Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits
together to provide the overall structure of a particular story,
drama, or poem

Sample ELA Standards for Elementary Grades

Writing

Gr 1: Write narratives in which they recount two or more
appropriately sequenced events, include some details regarding
what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, and
provide some sense of closure.

Gr 2: Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a
topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a
concluding statement or section.

Gr 5: Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details,
quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic

Sample ELA Standards for Elementary Grades

Speaking and Listening

Gr 4: Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English
(e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is
appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use formal English
when appropriate to task and situation.

Gr 5: Summarize the points a speaker makes and explain how each
claim is supported by reasons and evidence.

Sample ELA Standards for Elementary Grades

Language

K: Use the most frequently occurring inflections and affixes (e.g., -
ed, -s, re-, un-, pre-, -ful, -less) as a clue to the meaning of an
unknown word.

Gr: 3 Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and
adverbs in general and their functions in particular

Gr: 5 Explain the function of conjunctions, prepositions, and
interjections in general and their function in particular sentences.

Publishers’ Criteria
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Publishers’ Criteria

Students advancing through the grades are expected to
meet each year’s grade-specific standards, retain or
further develop skills and understandings mastered in
preceding grades, and work steadily toward meeting the
more general expectations described by the CCR
standards.

Publishers’ Criteria

Materials that are aligned to the standards should
provide explicit and systematic instruction and
diagnostic support in concepts of print, phonological
awareness, phonics, vocabulary development, and
fluency.

Publishers’ Criteria

By the end of 2nd grade, a key goal should be that

students are able to read independently with

automaticity and flow to ensure that their focus can be

freed for comprehension.

Publishers’ Criteria

When they enter school, students differ markedly in

their vocabulary knowledge. Materials must address

this vocabulary gap early, systematically, and

aggressively, or it will expand and accelerate.

Publishers’ Criteria

Curriculum materials must provide extensive

opportunities for all students to engage with complex

text as a member of a class, although students whose

decoding ability is developing at a slower rate also will

need supplementary opportunities to read text they can

comprehend successfully without extensive supports.

Publishers’ Criteria

Students should be asked to glean the information they

need from multiple readings of a text. These multiple

readings may include initially having a text read to them

by the teacher while students follow along in the text

with successive independent readings completed by the

students.
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Publishers’ Criteria

The Criteria make plain that developing students’

prowess at drawing knowledge from the text itself is the

point of teaching; teaching is not a substitute for the

text.

Publishers’ Criteria

Materials offered in support of reading comprehension

should assist teachers and students in staying focused

on the primary goal of instruction: developing proficient

decoders and fluent readers so that students are able to

read closely and build knowledge from texts

independently.

Me, My School, My Students

Sarah Bentley First Grade Teacher Chicago, IL

Crayfish: Can we keep them?

Crayfish: Learning Process

Students First:

• Asked questions

• Focused topics of interest

Teacher Visions:

• Ask questions and find answers to their questions

• Read nonfiction texts and apply learning

• Work in small collaborative groups

• Present learning to larger school community

Crayfish: Learning Process
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Crayfish: Learning Process
Crayfish and the Common Core

Reading: Informational Text

• Standard RI.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text

• Standard RI.1.2 Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text

• Standard RI.1.10 With prompting and support, read informational texts
appropriately complex for grade

Writing

• Standard W.1.2 Write informative texts in which they name a topic, supply
some facts about the topic and provide some sense of closure.

• Standard W.1.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects

• Standard W.1.8 With some guidance and support from adults recall
information from experience or gather information from provided sources
to answer a question

Speaking and Listening

• SL.1.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about
grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups

Questions?

Keynote Speakers:
Isoke Titilayo Nia, Thursday Opening Session
R. Joseph Rodriguez, Friday Opening Session
Nikki Grimes, Saturday Opening Session

Registration Rates:
WLU/NCTE Member $185
NCTE Member $210
Nonmembers $260
Full-Time Student $100

Hotel: Hilton St. Louis at the Ballpark
Rates: $135.00 - $165.00

PreConference:
Thursday, July 19 11:45 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
($65.00 lunch included)

Reclaiming Literacy: Supporters of Public Education
Strategizing Together
This summer we invite you to join us as we work
together to learn, practice, and plan for strategies for
reclaiming our classrooms.

Presenters: Bess Altwerger, Ceresta Smith, Morna
McDermott, Peggy Robertson, Mike Klonsky, Richard Meyer

Next WLU Web Seminar

Featuring: Yvonne and David Freeman

Topic: English Language Learners

Date: TBA

www.ncte.org/wlu


