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Authentic literacy events drive the many actions in which children and educators engage in order to live the 
promises of a democratic nation with deep respect for every human being's rights. Sustained authentic literacy 
events are the substance of what occurs in whole language classrooms; such events cultivate learners who 
are caring, considerate, responsive, and active within their own lives and the lives of others. Authenticity in 
learning experiences refers to acts that are real, purposeful, have intention, and occur within relationships. 
Authentic literacy events may involve a variety of texts, with the idea of 'texts' being interpreted broadly to 
include: traditional print texts, conversations, digital texts, pieces of music, works of art, dance, images, 
movies, and other ways of composing and expressing meaning. Authentic learning naturally extends into 
relationships and partnerships because learning is social. We invite proposals from individuals and members of 
organizations with commitments to these ideas as part of an effort to bring progressive educators together. The 
24th Annual Literacies for All Summer Institute is intended to be a celebration of a wide variety of authentic 
literacy events, critical learning experiences, strategies, thinking, acting, and doing with an understanding of 
the social nature of these events.  
 
The Literacies for All Summer Institute is a forum in which progressive educators collaborate and explore the 
many ways in which we support learners as they inquire, think, engage, investigate, interrogate, and act within 
and upon their worlds. Since 2013 marks the fiftieth anniversary of many historic events within the civil rights 
movement, the Chicano movement, the peace movement, the women’s rights movement, the workers’ rights 
movement, and more, the Institute may serve as a place to share ways in which these historic moments 
continue to be points of origin for thinking and actions in and beyond classrooms. 
 
Teachers serve learners best when they respond to local needs with an understanding of the diverse state, 
national, and international communities in which classrooms are nested. The Summer Institute will connect the 
work of teachers and learners in this increasingly complex world. We look forward to sessions focusing on: 
   

 Inquiry and other paths through which 
students address their curiosity 

 Engagements in social action 
 Successful partnerships within and beyond 

the classroom 
 Teaching for diversity 

 Responsive teaching, learning, and 
assessments 

 Authentic literacy events using a variety  
of texts 

 Democratic classrooms 
 Early childhood, childhood, adolescence,    

and post-secondary settings 
 
We invite reports of research, teaching demonstrations, stories, songs, movies, reports, memoirs, poems, and 
other creative and scholarly pieces as they demonstrate the infinite imaginations of teachers and learners in 
whole language settings. We look forward to narratives and expository pieces that share accomplishments and 
the challenges we have addressed in learning spaces in which dreams soar and relationships are cultivated 
with a deep sensitivity to the many diversities that constitute our classrooms and research sites.   
 
The Literacies for All Summer Institute is a peer reviewed conference. 
 
 
  
 

 


