
 

 
 

 
2013 TYCA “Fame” Award Winners 

 
The Two-Year College English Association (TYCA) has announced the winner of the Public Image of the Two-Year 
College “Fame” Award along with “Honorable Mentions”. 
 
FAME: 
The 2013 TYCA Fame award went to Becky Wai-Ling Packard for “Community Colleges Cannot be Overlooked in 
America’s Quest for New Scientists,” an article appearing in the New York Times, October 19, 2012.   
 
Ms. Packard’s article clearly advocates that Community Colleges continue to be a huge, affordable resource for 
higher education, and deserves considerable support and recognition in “America’s Quest for New Scientists.”  
Specifically” 

 The United States needs to grow and diversify its science and engineering work force to be competitive in 
the new global economy — and community colleges play an increasingly important role in this process. 

 The title of Packard’s article reveals much of its content:  “Community Colleges Cannot be overlooked in 
America’s Quest for New Scientists.” 

 The author suggests looking at a how Mount Holyoke and other community colleges have launched 
programs built on early advising, peer networks, and course work to “get up to speed and excited about 
studying science.” 

 By working with community colleges and understanding the needs of the students who want to pursue 
studies in science disciplines, four-year institutions can improve transfer experiences and help expand the 
nation’s science and engineering work force. 

 The article notes “50% of lower income students and minority students and 40% of all students start off at 
community colleges.” 

 Packard also states that, “Even with community colleges in the national spotlight (increasing the numbers 
of students enrolled), far too often this discussion focuses on short-term, one-year training programs.” 

 Clearly, there’s a need to “demonstrate to community college students, especially women, that studying 
science disciplines is a viable academic or career path. The community college transfer pathway can take 
them to four-year degree programs, where they will gain the further knowledge and skills they need to 
enter the work force as trained professionals or go on to graduate studies.” 

 “The community college transfer pathway can take them to four-year degree programs, where they will 
gain the further knowledge and skills they need to enter the work force as trained professionals or go on 
to graduate studies. 

 
HONORABLE MENTION #1: 
“Defining Community Colleges Down” by Richard Kahlenberg (July 3, 2012, edition of the Chronicle of Higher 
Education) 

 While expressing pleasure in hearing an author write that two-year colleges can play “to help grease the 
wheels of social mobility”, he was careful to point out that: rather than seeing them as places where low-
income students will settle for “middle skills,” community colleges should aim higher.  

 Two-year institutions should always have an important and valuable vocational role—which, for low-
income students may represent a significant step up.  

 But the additional function of community colleges as a pathway to a four-year degree in the modern 
economy is more important than ever if we want education to continue to be about significant social 
mobility. 

 
HONORABLE MENTION #2: 



 

“More High School Graduates are Choosing Two-year Colleges” by Elizabeth Doran (June 23, 2012, in The Post 
Standard [Syracuse.com]) 

 “A lot of our top students pick two-year schools to save money, and also because it makes financial sense 
while they’re deciding what career they want,”  

 The author emphasize that those interviewed still feel they receive great education in good, competitive 
programs that transfer. 

 
 


