COAL Annual Report 2007
Page 2 of 2

To:


The Executive Committee of the Conference on English Education
Report Authors:
Peggy Albers and Sue Schroeder


Date of This Report:
September 18, 2007
Members Present at Last Meeting:

1. Beth Berghoff

2. Ray Martens
3. Phyllis Whitin
4. Jenn Sanders
5. Adrienne Costello
6. Suzanne Borowicz
7. Joanna Robertson
8. Sue Schroeder
9. Bruce Robbins
10. Michael Angelotti
11. Cindy Bowman
12. Donna King
13. Sharon Blecher
14. Gail Wood
15. Barb Enos
16. Peggy Albers
Date of Last Meeting:
11/17/07
Work Completed Since Last Report: 

COAL meets once each year at the annual NCTE conference. This past year, COAL grew from 28 members to 49 on this committee.  This past year, Peggy Albers and Susan Schroeder were elected co-chairs for a second year. Several items of discussion and goals were presented and COAL members worked towards these goals: More visibility in NCTE, presentation at the annual conference, completion of a themed issue for English Education, the start of an edited book on the arts written in large part by COAL members, finding funding sources for COAL members for their research and teaching, and supporting teachers at all levels by assuming leadership and pursuing networking opportunities. 
COAL achieved several of these goals this past year. First, COAL members have more visibility in NCTE through their organization and presentation of a roundtable at the annual NCTE conference in Nashville. Twelve members, two more than the previous year, presented their thinking and research. The 85-minute presentation block was broken into three separate sessions, and participants could move around the tables as interested them. A large number of NCTE attendees participated in this successful roundtable. Second, COAL members, under the editorship of Peggy Albers and Jerry Harste, will see the publication of a themed issue on the arts, multimodality, and new literacies in October of 2007. This themed issue presents the work of four COAL members and will further educators’ and researchers’ understanding and integration of multimodality into ELA and literacy instruction. Third, COAL members had a need for information leading to potential funding for their research and teaching. Three COAL members comprised a subcommittee and worked on sending information to the committee as they found it. Fourth, and perhaps most significantly, Of greater significance, perhaps, is the implication
that COAL has understood clearly the need to support teachers locally (and at a state level) with our best ideas from NCTE .The fact that COAL membership has nearly doubled suggests that members have attempted to respond to the CEE goal to support teachers by assuming leadership and pursuing networking opportunities more effectively between conferences.
Summary of Current Activities:

Presently, COAL members are pulling together an edited book on the arts, multimodality and new literacies in which approximately eight COAL members will write chapters for this book. Under the leadership of co-editors, Peggy Albers and Jenn Sanders, COAL members have submitted chapter titles and abstracts for this publication. Non-contributing COAL members will review the submissions and choose what they consider to be cutting edge work in this area. Albers and Sanders will present a proposal at the November 2007 meeting, get feedback from the members, and then revise and submit to a publishing company in 2008.
COAL members continue to search out and report back to the committee on potential funding resources.
Projected Completion Date of Activities: 
COAL anticipates that the completion of this edited book to be in August 2008. 
Date and Agenda of Next Meeting:
2:30 pm to 3:45 pm 11/16/2007







