Agenda Item V.E.1 

November 2010
Page 1 of 2

Commission on Arts and Literacies
To:


The Executive Committee of the Conference on English Education
Report Author:

Bruce Robbins
Date of This Report:
October 15, 2010
Members Present at Last Meeting:

Unfortunately, we have not been able to locate the roster of attendees at the last meeting.  There were 15-20 members in attendance.  (We will be more careful about attendance this time.) 
Date of Last Meeting:
November 20, 2009
Work Completed Since Last Report:

1. COAL members met at the NCTE Annual Convention to discuss ways to promote the mission of the group and support its members.
2. The COAL poster session displayed the work of 13 members for the 2009 Annual Convention.  The response was positive, but the location was problematic, a recurring difficulty for our group whether it be posters or roundtables.  (Bruce Robbins has spoken to Jacqui Joseph Biddle about the problem, but it remains unresolved.)

3. COAL also sponsored an all-day workshop, the Philadelphia Museum of Art Workshop on Museum/School Partnerships, at the 2009 Annual Convention.  Phyllis Whitin, a COAL member, worked very hard to make this partnership possible, and the workshop was a great success.

4. COAL successfully proposed a roundtable session for the 2010 Annual Convention.  “Infusing the Arts into Literacy Teaching” will showcase the approaches of 18 commission members.  
5. NCTE published a book of research and practice that highlights the work of COAL members: Albers, P. & Sanders, J. (Eds). Multimodal Literacies: Research and Practice on the Arts, Multimodality, and 21st Century Literacies. Contributing authors include Jerome Harste, Peggy Albers, Richard Beach, Beth Berghoff, Sharon Blecher, Cindy Borgmann, Gail Burton, Adrienne Costello, Esther Gray, Melissa Helmerick, Sherelle Jones, Ray Martens, Suzanne Miller, Joanna Robertson, Bruce Robbins, Jennifer Sanders, Richard Siegesmund, Thom Swiss, Carol Thorne, and Michelle Zoss.  Publication completes major work begun by Peggy Albers and Jenn Sanders in 2009.

Summary of Current Activities:

1. Eighteen commission members will conduct the roundtable session for the 2010 Annual Convention, “Infusing the Arts into Literacy Teaching.”   

2. Commission chair Bruce Robbins is collecting and collating responses to an email survey of the members’ interests and project preferences.  Responses will be used to inform discussion at the commission planning meeting at NCTE. Questions are: 
#1: What sorts of art-based artifacts would you like to post, or can you imagine people posting, on a COAL showcase site on NCTE’s “Connected Community”?

#2: What Working Groups would you be interested in working in next year?  (Name your own or select from the following: Classroom Ideas for Teachers; Arts-based Partnerships; Arts/ Multi-modality in Teacher Induction and Professional Development; Methods for Assessing Arts-based Multimodal Work; Culture(s) in the Arts and Language.)

#3: What two or three long-range projects would you like to see COAL take on? Name your own or select from the following: 

· Propose and produce a themed issue of a journal, like: Reading and Teaching the Image (?) / Teaching Literacy with the Arts, in  Language Arts; or Methods of Analyzing Multimodal Texts, for Research in the Teaching of English 

· Producing web-based ideas for arts-based teaching activities, maybe for a site like readwritethink.org

· Producing a book for teachers on arts-integrated strategies for classroom practice (maybe with plans for using music, drama, art, digital arts, etc.)

· Propose conference sessions or demonstrations at the 2011 NCTE Convention, or other conferences

· Improve the digital publication of members’ research and practice with links and with more members represented

#4: How would you personally like to participate with COAL in the next year?

Projected Completion Date of Activities: 
· NCTE Roundtable session is November 20, 2010.

· Email planning responses will be shared during the commission meeting on November 19, 2010. 

Date and Agenda of Next Meeting:
November 19, 2010 (NCTE/ CEE Commission Meetings)
Old Business: Commission Update
Attendance Roster
New Business:

Election of Commission Co-chairs 


(Current nominees: Bruce Robbins & Peggy Albers)

Demonstration of “Connected Community” website

Planning Annual Projects and Working Groups







