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Building the English 
Classroom
Foundations, Support, Success 
Bruce M. Penniman

After nearly four decades in the classroom, 
Bruce M. Penniman knows what works (and 
what doesn’t!) when it comes to teaching 
English.

Penniman draws on his own experiences—
his successes, of course, but also the mistakes 
he’s made and the misgivings he’s had—to offer 
guidance and support for managing the myriad 
demands of teaching secondary English.

Penniman helps teachers fi nd a way to impose order 
on what often seems like an overwhelming array of responsibilities.

Focusing on all aspects of building a successful English classroom, 
Penniman offers unique and proven strategies on topics such as:

• Planning for the long term 

• Designing writing programs and literature curricula 

• Creating effective assessment systems 

• Implementing instructional strategies for writing, literature, media/
technology, and “basic skills” 

• Examining the curriculum through the lens of multiculturalism 

• Attending to the needs of all students—especially those who require 
accommodations 

• Giving back to the profession: pursuing a professional life outside the 
classroom

253 pp. 2009. Grades 9–12. ISBN 978-0-8141-0386-9.
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