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March 16, 1970

Mise Ernece B, Kelly

Department of English

Chicago City College, Loop Campus
64 East Lake Street

Chicago, 1llinois 60601

R el L DRI :

Dear Ernece, "> - ™
Thank- you™ for all the news about the Washington conference and
your thoughts on the Task Force. I gave coples of your letter
to Bob and Rod, as you asked, and Bob may well be writing you--1
can't be any more definite than that because we've been so buey
around here we haven't had a chance for connected discourse,

I wish we had time to talk about your feeling that there are real
and dangerous pressures toward a Pollyanha attitude about changing
education--as 1f the big effort had not only been made but had
produced the necessary change and now we can slack off. I've been
getting this impression very strongly from a lot of the official
stuff that comes out of Washington as well as from other sources.
Much of it is tatangible and I can't put my finger on Lt, but it
worries--no, it scares me, If changes for the better have taken
place, 1t has been because of pressure, and it seems to me that
now 18 the time to push harder, keep up the talk and the action,
not relax. Even if the changes had been Giant Stepa, this would
be true--and they haven't been. Well, I didn't mean to orate.

1'm glad to know that some of the material I've been sending has
proved useful. I'll try not to flood you with paper, but I will
keep sending things. It seems better to let you make the
decision about khat to tossout, The enclosed paragraph about
Bruce Sealey is from the English Quaterly, Winter 1970, the
publication of the Candddnn CTE, in which he had a sensible,
tough-minded article called "Indians and Metis: Canadians Plus
or Minus?" From what he said, it is obvious that discrimination
against Indians, educationally and otherwise, is not counfined by
national boundaries, and he makes sgome very practical suggestions
for dealing with it. If you'd 1like a copy of the article, let me
know and we can Xerox it for you, Anyway, even 1f there's not
room on the Task Force for him, he might be a good resource person.

In the Winter issue of The Indian Historian, I notice an ad for
Zextbooks and the American Indian, a publicatton of the Indian
Historical Press. The blurb says, "This 285-page book has been
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' in preparation for three years. A study of textbooks and

curriculum-related books used in the public schools and Buresu

““of Indian Affairs schools. More than 350 books werxe evaluated.

Of these, 172 were chosenffor publication . . . /It will also

" "4nclude a bibliography and a commentary on curriculum, and

sounds very saeful for your group. Ifm asking the Council to
buy two copies, one for us here and one. for you. 1f it looks

‘good, you might want to order more copics for the Task Force.

As seon as 1t comes in, we'll forward one to you.

Sincerely,

Nancy S. Prichard
Assistant Executive Secretary

NSP :pg

Enclosure
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D. Bruce Sealey
A native Manitoban, Mr. Sealey is mh bilingual (English and Cree) and has
been a teacher in Indian and Métis communities fopr many vears, He ig chairman

both of the Maniteha Curriculum Committee on the FEducation cf Indians and M8tig
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10 March 1970

Mrs, Naney Prichard
N.C.T.E.

508 Seuth Sixth Street
Champaien

Dear Naacy:

Would yeu share this letter with Bob Hogan and Redney since T assume
that they are both interested in the two maiters I'm eoine into some
detail abeut,

First,the NEA-Human Relations Center Conferemce, T did not see or leara
what T had oxpected te, It was, in thoushtful retrespect, a masterful
lessen in manipulation. The central item on the asands was, obstensibly,
criticism and adaptation and, finally, adoption of 2 resolution on
scheol desegreration/integratien which was %o be presented at the na-
tional conference of the NEA ia July, 1970, In essence, the resolution
declared that schesl integratien had failed and recommended that the
ebjective of sroviding cress cultural-racial-econemic experiences for
children/young adults be shifted frem the scheols te velumtary, secial
service agencies such as the Girl Sceuts and the YMCA.

Shert-sightedness and a lack ef commitment te the zeal of intesratiom
was indicated, as far as some of us Wwere concermed, by the reasons given
for the "failure ef scheol imtegzratien", aad we were appalled by what
sesmed te be a gradusalist pesition, as represented by the position paper.
My ewn distress was compounded by the marner in which this impertant
business was comducted: we were givenm fifteen minutes to digest the
saper (why wasn't it semt te us upen receipt ef eur resistration?) and
vere given forms which enly effered gross caterories within which te
indicate our reactien to key pertioms ef the paper (Mildly Disasree?
Stremgly Agres?,..) with ne invitatien to show the whys er whsrefares,

Well, some of us gzet tegether and formed a Black Caucus at which a
different paper was drafted and eur ebjectiomns to the original oene out-
lined, Saturday mermiang the substitute position paper was adepted by
volce vete, T was pleased abeut that, But I continue te be disturbed
by the directiem the NEA-HRC was willing, indeed, interested in steer-
ing its wewborshin, TI'm afraid thet it is symptomatic ef the vosture
of abandenment which is spreading and taking reet in this country. And
provides & backdrep against which the geals of the Task Force taks en
a heightened urgency, (In fact, my pleasure about the adoption of
"our" positior paper is tempered by my cbservation and interwsretation
of why it was relatively easily accepted, Those participants and off-
icers were tired of all that debate and all those objactions and said,
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"Oh, alright, Lat's get something to take to the seneral membership,
I'n sick of all these woerds, and want to g0 homo"ij

More pesitively, I was able to make contact with sowe persons who I
believe will be helpful in putting me im touch with others who have
been doimg work im the area ef textbeoks which have cultural/racial
variety., I have writtem teo & Puerte Rican and an American Indian
centact persom, ameng others, whe verbally promised to supply me with
some names. Upon hearing from them, I want to thoreughly describa the
objectives of the T.F. and invite their participation, (Paul Diederich
would be an excellent additiem te the T.F., I believe, and is the only
Per3an whose name has come to me who has expertise and/or exXperience in
the area of testing imstruments).

De react and let we knew what yeu think of my ideas, TInsefar as the
compesition of the TF is cencernmed, I have these thoughts; twe Blacks,
one Puerte Rican, Chicame, and American Indian, and, probably, twe whites,
Teo, T'u aiming 2t representatioen frem diffsrent sections ef the U,S5, (
where it would seem to mean different experiences; for example, Chicanos
are & real presence in Cylifermia; they are net so much so hers in the
Midwest) and different sducatiemal levels, These ars the lcinds of con-
siderations I'm keeping in mind as T got ready to invite persens to hecaeme
nenbers,

I am making the Task Ferce sound task-orientated, which is definitely what
I (and I assume NCTE) want it to be. To be more precise, I have sketched
out these three objectives, which may be enly tentative emes to give us
semething to chew en and, mperhaps, discard later on:

g A, The TF will assess the mature and breadth of
the phenemenon of the continuing develepuent
of texts amd tests which discriminate against
cultural and racial groups.
B. The TF will chart shert- and long-range plans
: for acting on this twe-pronged vroblem of bias,
C. The TF members will involve themselves actively
in the implementation of thess plans on their
local levels; this dees not rule out members
Torming satellite groups te operate on 2 natienal
o level,

I've appfociitcd allﬁfhdféihnﬁniqu-s related to the TF that have come out

of your effice. They help me to delineate and crystalize my thinking
and visiens. fer the TF."Ko,plthfn\coning...

'Sin;c',r-lt-‘
ME I‘ l
® B, Kelly

TOTAL P.0O0B



